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[REFLECTIONS 


Wi 2 From Above : 


OR, 


i onſiderations 
| A ND 


Tending to Explain, Eſtabliſh and 
Promote the 


CHRISTIAN LIFE; 


That H. ines, WER wh ich 
10 Man ſhall "ſee the Lord. 


Selected out of the more ſtudied Sermons and 
Diſcourſes of fame of the moſt learned and 


| Judicious Writers of this Age. k 


PART IL 


By a Lover of TRUTH, and of 
the Sous of Mx. * 


full of Mercy, and of g Fruits; without Parti- 
ality, and withmt Hyvacrily, Tam: wii. 7, 


The Turo Ebirfon Corrected. 


LON VON: \ 
Printed for M. Down1nc, in Fartho- 


{omew-Cloſe, near Weſt-Smirhels, 1733. 


— | | 


| 


But the an that is from wee is ill x pen 2 On: ; | 
then peateable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, | * 


— een U * 
| 1 


1 MTS Second Pare ofthe 
8.4.7 5 4 Conſiderations tending 
— to Promote the Chriſ- 

tian Life, &r. is owing, in a 

good Meaſure, to the very uſe- 

tul and judicious Diſcourſes of 
the late moſt Reverend Arch- 
biſhop of York, Dr. Sharpe, 
and of "ſome few other Divines 
of our Communion; all of them 
eminent ix their reſpective Sta- 
tions; as well as truly placed 
| amorgf the moſt. celebrated 

$ A 2 War 


[ : nl 'To the RBADER. 
WAIT ERS 1 


eee 


this e. Dey bo are cun- 
3 Tak theſe Matters, will 
"Joon know their Names; and 
others, as the 'Folly* of Party 
and Faction now, runt, in 
weaker e pecigllyia and th Off 
as well as hotter Heads of 700 
many, had as goa content them- 
ſelves with their Qharacters, and 
_ the Advantage bey may this 


1 2 eee Ve 


w 
Iran bedoubecd, bus that 


theſe ang: learned Men, 


were they yet among us, would 
20 well þ ed to ſmd thoſe im- 
portant Truths of the Chriſtian 


dered, en and proved, 


with a my 1 pa} Kn 


Reig ion, which they had jo well 


To the READER! * 
5 Reaſon am loquenee, 
(of which they were fo great 
Maſters) bis way ſervice- 
able r A* many (i ir hoped). 
dhotbave neither Noney to pur 
chaſe,” ar Leiſure to read their 
_ _ 0 been be 
2 Is e 4 2oPoſtrrity; 
well as to their own Times. 
-The attentive Reader will find, 


that in ubis, and in the former 


Part of tbe Conſiderations, Ce. 
be hath in a mall Y 
Jome of 


and at an yy. Rate, 
moſt ſtudied, and. el u 


as. 


the 
geſted Thoughts, Bxpticarions, 
and Deciſfunt, or Counſels, * nſels, of 
feveral eminently pious and ju- 
dicious Writers, abour the 


mf * and indiſpenſable 
"mY Truths 


1 


un To the READER: 
Truths and Duties of our Holy 


fwd: to the Publit 


Religion. 
They are at haf 


wr? as 
r f them 
in this Form, the moſt 
Generally Uſeful, bat is, the 
moſt needſul 3 'the 


moſt affecting and moving, or 


_ awakening: andconvincing Ob- 
ſervations and Remarks, which 


he made in more than an Hun- 


dred Printed Sermons and Diſ- 


courſes of ſome of 'the' moſt 


learned and beſt efteemed.Au- 


thors of this Age inour Church 


and Marion, aud. N eme mm 


Poreigners alſo." 
And that theſe may the more 


fully conduce, 10 55 farther 


Inſtruction, or Improvement i in 
his greats ” Concern, | rbat of 
uk 


—— _ — 
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his eternal Welfare, it may be 
fit to remind the Reader, that 
in Things of this Kind, in 
which a great deal is propoſed 
10 be ſaid in tew Words, each 
PARAGRAPH ſhould be read 
over twice or oftner ; and made 
his own by ſome fhort Reflection 
thereon; and by a Conſcientious 
APPLICATION, where there 
3s Occafion for it, to his own 
Circumſtances, and the more 
particular CONCERN be may 
have therein. Since two or 
three of theſe Paragraphs ſome- 
times are the Drift, and the 
Summary of à ſet Diſcourſe 
of ſome wile and good Author. 
By this Means, a ſerious 
_ Chriſtian may, with the Bleſſing 
of God, reap that true Ad- 
1 0 A 4 vantage 


To the READER. vu.” WW 


"va "To the R EADE R. 
vantage om this way of re- 
tailing uc walzable Notions 

nd — which he 

will never: gain, even from 

- thoſe larger Diſcourſes, in a 

fight and haſty Peruſal of rbem. 

However, the Publiſher doth 

not think he needs make any 

[| Excuſe for thus ant ware 

t promote the Honour of our 

Great Lord and Mafter; and 

10 male his thinking, ſerious, 
und confiderate Reader, in ſome 
Meaſure a wiſer and @ better 

Man than he was before. 
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«11 will be PL 
in Ordet to ce 992 
oF 8 2 j. itgt that Purity of Heart 
ane Holineſs If Life, 
which the peil requires, to 2c. 
cuſtom 
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n | 
S cufom.. our ſelves. to keep a ſtrict 
and conſtant Match over the very 
firſt Motions of our Minds ; and 
either to approve, or to condemn, 
and reject every Thought or lma- 
gination as ſoon as ever it ariſes 
in our Hearts: That ſo we may 
Nouriſh and encourage the good, 
and immediately | diſcharge our 
Minds of any, either bad, or but 
unproſitable Thoughts. 
This Rule carefully practifed, 
would, by the Grace of God. ſe- 
ture us from all deliberate ci 
Kn, by ſtifling the firſt Tendencies 
that Way: And it would alſo 
Preſeros us, not only from all 
 evicked, but from all nin, idle; 
 wſeleſs Thoughts; and from ſuch 
footifh childiſh Fancies, as we 
mould be aſhamed of, could Men 
ſee into our Hearts, as Almighty 
God at all Times doth. © 
[We do neitber ſerve, nor pleaſe 
God in any 'Thing we do; nor 
can we have any true Faith, or 
eee een, 


. | I 


| 
| 
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daily converſant in the 


Its % | N 10 
, 
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any Hope, nor Truft in him, unleſs 

we loc bim with that over-ruling 
' Love, which makes us not only 
to egfteem and value bim as the 


chieſeſt Good, as our laſt End, or 


only true Happineſs; but makes 


us alſo ſtuay to pleaſe him, and 
18 ſeek his Favour with more Con- 
cern, and with more Application, 
than we do any other thing in the 
World. $ | | 
In order to obtain this Spverergn 
Love of God, we muſt empty our 
Souls of all carnai inordinate Love; 
whether of our ſelves, or of any 
other Creature. We muſt often 


meditate'upon the Perfeftions of 
the Divine Nature; and eſpecially 
upon God's Goodneſs to us, in 


making us capable of knowing 
and ſerving Him; and in recon- 


+ ofling us, when we had forfeited 
bis Favonr, and were become his 
Enemies, by the Death of his 


dearly beloved Son. We muſt be 


—— — 
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Holy Scrip> | 


| fFures, 


tures, which are a lively Repre- 
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ſentation of his tranſcendent Ex- 


* cellencies, and of his unſpeakable 
Love to the Children of Men. We 
muſt pray inceſſantly and fervent» 
ly for this race. And we muſt 
often enquire into our own Hearts 
what Proficiency 


we make therein; 
and reproach our ſelves that we 
began ſo late, and that we ſtill 
love him ſo little, who being ſo in- 


finitely | good to us, ought: to be 
koed by us in the utmmyft poſſible 
|| Degreewe can by any Means at- 


tain to. pe Ser FR Yb een | 
' '{Charity, inthe Holy Sctiptures, 
primarily denotes the Loe tue bear 
ro C himſelf; and in a ſecondary 
Senſe: only, it ſignifies the Good 
Nil we bear, and the Grod we do 


to our poor Chriſtian Bret bren. If 


we beſtowed all our Goods to fred 
them, without hig Charity, or the 
Love of God, it would profit us 
nothing, 1 Cor. xiii. 3z. Whatever 

we can do toward: the * 


8 ad. a 4, 2 * 0 
* * 9 8 * ” - * rr 
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the poor, is not a truly Chriftian 
Af, tis neither acceptable to God, 
nor will. it avai/any thing towards 
our own Salvation, unloſs it proceeds. 
from our Loce to God, and from a 
Deſire to obey and to pleaſe Him. 
Now, he who gives to the Poor 
upon this only true Chriſtian Mo- 
tive, viz, The Lite of God, will 
find himſelf as certainly, and as 
much obliged for, or by the ſame - 
Reaſon, to contribute, in Propor- 


tionto his 2 prudently ſtatec, 


and to the ties which of- 
fer, to any other Propoſal, mani- 
feſtly ang 8 the Honour and 
the Glory God :. Such are the 
ErofiineCharity-Schools for the In- 
ſtruction of poor Children in the 
Chriſtian Religion ; Propagating 
the Goſpel, and Promoting Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, both at Home 
and Abroad: he Building and 
Repairing, of Cburobe r, &c. ſinee 
u Man may by all theſe Ways K- 
preſs that Love 7 he bears to his 


God 
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God: and Father, and to his Bleſſed 


Redeemer, as evidently and as 


. truly in due Circumſtances, as by 
; V res the Poor. 


[Since nothing. is more certain 


than Death, nor is any thing more 


uncertain, than the Time when 


wwe ſhall die: Tis the firſt and 


chief Point of Wiſdom, to be al- 


ways duly prepared for that which 


mult one certainly come, and 


Which may happen yy Hour of 
any Man's Life. 
Tiis therefore the Heigbrof Boh, 


or rather Madneſs, not to be in- 
finitely careful in foweightya Mat- 


ter, in Compariſon with 3 all 


ot hor Things areTriftes : Since an 
Error here, can never be amended; 
and conſequently will be puniſhed, 
and ſadly lamented to all Eternity. 

'Fhe beſt Thing a Man can pro- 
pound to himſelf as his continual 


Study, and Endeavour in this 


World, is a — py Departure out 
[1 A 


"0 1 ; 
[A welkinftruted and well- 
reſolved, that is, a truly Chriſtian 
Man, would rather choofe to dit 
_ prefently, than to ſpend his Days 
and his Nights in that which the 
ſenſual, #ntbinking (whether the 
more diſtinguiſbed, or the common) 
Herd of Mankind takes for an 
happy and a pleaſant Life, via. 
in ſuch Set-Matehes of Deep Ga. 
ming, or Hard Drinking, in leud 
Plays, and idle Company, which 
are the common Occaſion of other 
very great Sins and Diſorders. + 
And as little can ſuch a Perſon 
ſatisfy himſelf in making a Trade; 
and a conſt ans or chief Buſineſs (as 
too many do) of ſuch Sports and. 
Gentlemens Recreationy, as can, in 
that unjuſtifiable Fxceſs, ferve te 
no other End, but to the murder- 
ing of - ſo much of that precious 
Time, which God. gave them to 
worſhip and to ferve Himſelf in; 
and to-do good to their: Chriftian 
een IEEE 
| Moſt 
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Mol fooliſh, and moſt miſera- 
| 2 theſe inconſiderate Men, 
who for ſuch poor mean Trifles 
and Diverſions neglect to provide 
Fer the Eternal Happineſs of thoſe 
immortal, but poor, wretched, 
deſpiſed Sul of theirs, which ve 
ated re of their Time, of their 
Thoughts, and of their Cure, than 
their darling Yices; nay, than 
their "On and their Hoyſes. 
or every wiſe -and''7hinking 
Man cannot but plainly ee, that 
ſuch a Courſe of Liſe, thus wholly 
ſpent in making Proviſion for the 
Naſb, is not only infinitely dan. 
gerous, but indeed br 
Jiftent with all Ho een Te 
in the.other for! aponthe Terms 
of the Goſpel. \ 
[ Thoſe Hatf- Chriftions alle, Gf 
ö can be allow d them) who 
eenture the Salvation of their Souls 
chiefly upon a negative Religion; 
or who, charge. themſelves only 
with a from all 1 
X i00, 
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ee 
Vice, and groſs Immorality, but 
take uc Care to do that good which 
they ought, ſall into this deplora- 


ble Fault, that they have no true 1 


Virtue, no Holineſs at all; and ſo 
they can have no Claim to the 
Promiſes made to thoſe only who 
believe, and who obey the Holy 
eee een 
For a true living Faith in Chriſt 
the Mediator, and a joyful Hope 
of a bletled Immortality, and a 
predominant Love of God above 
all things (which are the confeſſed 
Principles, and indiſpenſable Du- 
ties of our Holy Religion) will 
exert and ſbew themſelves in a 
conſtant, uniform, cheerful Oledi- 
ence to all the Lame of God; and 
in an hearty Deſire, and an ear- 
neſt Endeavour to reſemble the Fa- 
ther of our Spirits, and our great 
Lord and Maſter, who is gooeh 

and doth good, all we can: And 
thus to perfect that Holineſs in his 
Fear, without which no Man ſhal 
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that in him lies, the greateſt 
and Welfare of other in all kinds: 
He who moſt carefully 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


wa 144 

No Man can ſo much advance 

his own Good and Happineſs by 

any thing, as by OY ” 
00 


performs 
this great Duty, enjoys the trueſt and 
moſt rational, the moſt Divine and 


Codilite Pleaſure here; and will re- 
ceive thegreateſtReward hereafter. 


[Religion, that is, an habitual 


| _ conſtant Fear and Lore of God in 
our Minds, and a due Regard to 


Him in @ll things, as to the great 
Author of our Being, our /aft End, 
and our ſovereign ood, is certainly 
the neareſt Conrern, and therefore 


ought tobe the firff Care, and the 
3 Buſineſs of every Man's whole 
Life. © - en Fi 


For Religion is that very thing. 
which God ſent us into the World. 


about: Fis that which his Som 


came down from Heaven to in/irub? 


ur, and to engage us in: Tis that 
which be fends his Holy Spirit to 


„ - _ - «guide, 


os ww 
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C197 
guide, direct, and to A us in 
the Performance of: Tis that 
which is, above all other things, 
moſt perfectis of our Nature, and 
moſt condacive and neceſſary to our 
Peace and Welfare in this World: 
And tis the ont, and withal 2 
Jure' Way, whereby we ſhall be 
able, through the Mercy of God 
in Jeſus Chriſt, to e everlaſt- 
ing Puniſoment, and to obrain Life 
Eternal in the World to come. 

Thus now is Religion the whole 
of a Man, or of every Man. Tis 
the great Prerogative of his rea- 
ſeuabli Nature; tis his Being 


made him for; 

Duty, of his Wiſdom, of his Hap- 
neſs, both in this Life, and in 
that which will never end. 


[ When we cannot ſpeak goed of 


the abſent, or at leaſt to the ber- 
tering 
lot us, by our Hilence, if it de not 


JM 570 * Wb Roproef, 3 


what 


God made Bim, and what God 
tis the Sum of bis 


of thoſe who are with us; 
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2 able Diſcourſes of this Kind. 1 


| 58 Dy: as ſoon as Lean get a- y 


abſolute - reo?r/ing 
ny State of Condemnation, 


was to, the' 
Love, and: N is to the Chri- 
flians, viz. the great diſtinguiſh} 
ing Law, and the Chu. of 


* 


" f his Conſtonce, ould, for any 
Con- 


4 20 Ta 
6 al other ert ing nnchurs- 


He chat uit me of otherMen's | 
#irines, hall aw bach ory are; 


he that 2% mb of Their Hunte, 
Which 


apperta in not to me, ſhall 
loſe my Heart, and my Company 


 Batkbiting; by an inſtant and | 
of Charity in 
the Soul, eafts d Man headlong Wave 


What the Worſhip of, one God 
that Peape, and 


their Profeſſion. 


i Were there; nothing vile bot 
that Paſſion and Peeviſhneſs, that 
bitter anchroaftian Zeal and Un: 


charitableneſs, which the being o 

a Party doth naturally engage Men 
no Man, who conſults the 
of his is Niad, and the iet 


(=) 


;Conſidaration, farſate the Cimmu- 
nion of that National Church, with 


which he may mit bout Sin commu- 
nicate; or engage himſelf with the 
ufual Heat and ' Yidlence, and 
&/ponfe. the or the ſeparate 
tmenreſt of any State Fattion. | 
[An upright Man, or a ſincere 
Chriftian, hath a ſerious and hearty 
Senje of God, and of Religion, at 
all Times upon his Spirit ; and is 
careful above all Things, to pre- 
ſerve and increaſa that Junſd. He 
takes Care to e as he defreves'; 
to practiſe ſuitably to his Profeb. 
ion. He: doth not place his Rall. 
gion chiefly in ontward Forms and 
Serwicet, but in | Faith, and in 
Meeknefs, and Humility, and in 
Mercy, and in the Lose df God, 
and of his Bra her. He calls no 
En little, becauſa his Temper an- 
clanes him to it ; or þis'Caurſe' of 
Life ade, him more frequently 
into the Temptation. Ile is as 
careful of his Tung, and of 
his Mords, as of his Actions. 


10 


a 
| {fs who. hath a Zuai of, or for 
God, according to Knowledge, 
.Rom.'x. 2. never pretends-a Reli 
gious Leal for that which is no 
Part of his Religion. He takes 
Dare to have ſuchfational Grounds 
for it, as will atio other a 
e Perſons: © NW TN | 
His Zeal muſt never /ay 4 great- 
9 5 er Weight upon little thin ge, than 
; they can well ar. 
It muſt be always carefully 
Joined with a hearty Love and 
Charity to the Perſons: of Men, 
and only weigh the juſt Merits 
of the Cauſe. It muſt purſue La- 
ful Ends only by Lawful Means. 
[We then begin to enjoy true 
Pleaſure, when our aivineft Fucul- 
tries, which were laid /e ”_ while 
we lived in the Life Senſe, 
awaken, and exerciſe themſelves 
upon their proper Objefts ; when 
arquainting our ſelves with God, 
that infinite Abyſs of Good, and 
bein g made ſenſe ble 1 that great 
Love 


Tove and good Milli he bears ws; 
our;Hearts are powerfully carried 

out in Joy and Lowe, and in Deſire 
after him; and when we feel the 
Divine Nature more and 'more 


diſplayed in our Souls, being 9 5 


forth it ſelf in Charity, Peaceable- 
neſs, Purity, and all other Graces 
of the Holy Spirit. W 
IHe ſerues God beſt who is moſt 
ſerviceable to God's Children in 
his Generation. 


Since every Man. is obliged 0 


do what Good he can in his Life- 
time, they are greatly miſtaken, 
and much to lame, who do none 
till their Death, tho' it be by an 

extraordinary Bounty then : Suck 
a Man's Reward will be much 
_ deſs in Heaven, tho' his ſo late good 
Deeds ſhould be accepred ; which 
is infinitely @ncertaiu whether they 
will or no. It muſt be a very 
greus A of Generofity and Cha- 
rity,” which can obtain Pardon for 
a whole Life of ann 
9 5 9 
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giving over ming, when a Man 
can fih now uo lnger; fo ſuch a 
Drath Bed Charity is only the 
Man's giving from his Heir, en 
he Himſelf can now no longer er 
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tant Hahit of rr firſt 
In the 7 TY our Confeience, 
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that we make it our 1 our 
God, Care, to obey and pleaſe 
1 _— in a firm Beef that 
notbjng doth, or can Happen to us, 
if we \ ſerve, and truſt in him, 
but what 1s beff for us: And lallly, 
in a frequent Conftderation of, and 
Attention to thoſe great Rewards 
pf the other World, which God 
'_ hath promiſed to all them who 
| ou tee Him, and heartily and 
nſtantly endeavour to pleaſe Him. 
Rich Men ſhould often conſiger, 
that they will be undone to all 
Eternity, e they de Good, in 
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fome...good. Proportion to that 


Wealth God hath given them for 


that very Eau: That all Van of 


Charity and Beneficence to Chriſt's 


Brethren; is a. Piece of: Diſhoneſiy; 


| a fal/efying: their Truſt, an embez- 


zelling their Maſter's Goods, and 


putting them to quite other Les, 
than thoſe for which He gave 


them: And:that-nowneifin more 


certainly ec ludes Men from Sal- 
ger than this. 1 


[The G of Gadss act $3 


dub lab (God, are the great Finds 
which a wWiſe and 2 Man . pros 
pobmds tor bimfel 

Office: or publick Fanp! 


oyment'; his 


Counſels and Actions are all ſteered N 


by the Senſel of his Duty 


in Things 1 is one of the 
great Sources from whence: moſt 
of our Irregularities do proceed. 
ladeed nothing but this could: be- 


tray well meaning Pexſons, ig 


ſuch e 0p 


ois 1 | "When 2. 


in taking any _ 


ha too free uſe of gur Liberty * 


? * 
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When a Man beartily owes his 
God, and his Neighbour, and hath 
ſuch a lively Sen(# of che Th ruth and 
the Excelleney of Chriſt's Religion 

that he is E that it x 
influence and 3 the whole 
Courſe of bis Li e, there can hardly 
occur any Caſe, in which he wil 
not re Rules ready to direbt 
him in his Proceedings. 

It is in moſt Caſes very eaſy t to 
determine, at leaſt, concerning 
the Expediency of Adions ; that 
is, whether it be beſt, or fitteſt for 
a Man to do them, or not. 
lt is acknowledged by thoſe Wo 
uſe it mit, that deep Play, or 
Gaming for great Sums; expoſes a 
Man to great and dangerous 
Temptations ; that it is the Occa- 
fion of Abundance! of Sn, and 
Abundance of Miſchref, ee 
dom fails to produce intolerable 
Conſequences, both as to Men, 
Sulig, and Eſtates, and Families. 
And Kala { ia all Con- 


T' 23 


my 


N - 
; 1 — 
2 ' 
| 1 


ſeience to deter any Man, who 


loves his God, and his own 


Soul, and who hath a tender Sm 


of his Duty, from the Practioe .6of =) 


Gaming, tho' it be not made = 
pear to him, that it is expretly 
forbid by the Law of Chriſt. 
[Tis evident, that to forbear 
_ painting and paichins the Face, 
and all ſuch ſuſpicions, beeauſt at 
firſt meretricious Ornaments, is 


moſt agreeable to that Modeſty, and 


Chaſtity, and Humi/ity, and to 
that needful Cantion, not to give 
the leaſt Occaſion of Sin, or of 
Scanial to others, which are the 
proper Ornaments of a true Dif- 
ciple of the Holy Jeſus. And 
this certainly is Reaſon enough to 
make every prudent and ſerious 
_ Chriſtian Zeſpiſe thoſe enſnaring 
Dreſſes which were firſt introduced 
by lem Women, to very bad Pur- 
poſes ; and by which no good End 
can be ferved, but Abundance of 
Evil often ariſes from tem. 
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Gans 
Ihe more pious and diſcreet 
Perſons therefore ſhould have the 
Courage to iew themſelves to be 
wiſer and better: than the ſillieſt 
and the zwor/f? Part of their Sex, 
who. are ever foremaſt in theſe, at 
firſt 77dicau/ons Modes, and always 
£ | 4 ſhameful Triumphs, of looſe, ſcan- 
W; * dalous Panity, Pride, and Fully, 
over primitive [evere Chaſtity, and 
truly Chriſtian Humility, Wiſdom, 
Wherever we have &ju/t Ground 
of: Suſpicion or Doubt, in Things 
of this Nature (ig.) Gaming, 
Drelſing, Gc. whether they are 
_ lawful or no, this Daubt or Suſpi- 
gion is of it ſelf Reaſon, enough to 
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. make us forbear them. 
I. There is 0 £04 in not grati- 
 Fying our Deſires and Appetites in 
all zhings which are allowable; but 
there is an infinite Evil in I 
Hing them in unlawful forbidden 
Inſtancen. And therefore every, 
wiſe and g Man will be es to 
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keofe on $16 Side; and to pre- 
dent the Dang er of doing, more 
than he ſhould. dos he will not do 
always all which he may do. 
It is a good Rule. to propoſe to 
oudlolves: that in Matters Duty, 
we ſhould rather do too much, than 
too littis; but in Matters of Indif- 
feroncy, we ſhould rather take r 
little of our Libert y, than ron much. - 
Let us not ſtand upon Points 
with Almighty God ; but let us ſo 
entirely * our ſelves to his 
Service, as to do not only all thoſe 
"Things which we are ſtrictly bound 
to do, or elſe we are 7 ranſerefſirs:; 
but all thofe Things bkewiferrtiich 
are acceptable to Him, and which 
tend to the Perfection of our Na- 
ture, and to the Reputation of 
Chriſt's Religion. 
Thoſe who ridicule Riligiow; 
40 the Profeſſors of it, as weak 
Men, if we are to meaſure the 
Greatneſs of their Crime by the 
Miſchief they do, ought not to ex- 
. ; 1 pet 


who: Pay for their Offences with 


a great deal more Chriſtian Blood 


none can be rag 
who ate 74wiy piows.. And in the 
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expect fo ab. Favour from Man | 
kind, as ſome other Maleſactors, 


ther Loves. 
It may. juſtly be computed, that 


hath been ſhed for the gabliſbing 
Popery, as it now ſtands, than ever 
was ſhed during all the Times of 
the Heathen Perſecution, for the 
ſupporting of Pagani/an, - 

In the Nature of the Thing, 


happy, but thoſe 


ſame Degree Bo Proportion that 
any Man is wicked, of is 3 the 
Power of his Luſt, in the ſame De- 
ere he muſt needs be eniſerable.. 
{To krep- our Hearts with ali 
Prov. iv. 23. imports, 
That we ought to attend to, and 
narrowly are the very; pr 
Thoughts, Motions, and 
of our Minds, leſt weat any = 
o0n/ent to ſomething we - ought 
"—_—_ bocauſe 7 ＋ [ 
11 . 
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Lite, i. E. the Fruits 


the ies 
and Hhecis which are ſhewn in 
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our. Lives, proceed. from the Heart - 
And as our Caution and Watchfub- 
neſs. in this Point is greater, or 
leſs, ſo will meet m1 be 
better or worſe... 
| Sudden Thoughts,” Paſſions, or 
Deſires (tho irregular) are very 
little, if at all in our Potner; being 
ſo quick, that there is 10 Ti ime 
given for Reaſon to inter A 
Mind alſo eigoreu/ly M ele 
with outward Objects of Senſe, or 
any in ward Paſſion, hath littis or 
no Command 01 its Thoughts: 
Aad a Man's bts. may be 
forced upon him, and ſo aut of bis 
Pomer, by or from the preſent 
Temper and Indiſpoſition of his 
Aody, as in deep Melancholy : Out 
of theſe three Caſes, we may |! 
chooſe: our Thoughts, or we can 
apply: our Mind more vjgorouſlh to 
one ſort of things than to andther. 
But tis always in our Power to 
8 | B 4 give, | 
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hou, gbts. And if we endraovar 
them, as ſoon 
them, however 
undecent or 4rregul/ar they may 


be, they are rather to be account» 
ed the Infirmities-:of" our corrupt 


Nature, than our int properly ſo 
called“ But if we conſonr. to any 


evil Thought, delgbt in it, and 
think f e. tt, till it be 
brought into in, then are we 
atual Tranſs 


reſors of the Las 
of God, the Obligation of ' whitti 


reaches to our very 8 and 


Thou ughts, as well as to our Attions. 


17 order to our W. 


our Thoughts, wemuſt 
tale great Care that eee. 


pitch our main Deſign ; and that 


we chooſe that for the great Buſe- 
neſs of our Lier, which really 


, and therefore oug ht to be ſo, 
and to be purſued as ſuch by us. 


If we make the Sereice of our 
God, and the Salvation of our 
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oben Souls, e ee cer 1 


tainly our\noareft and biggeſt C un · 
cern) our main Deſen * Affair, 
our Thoughts will as naturally, 
075 — frequently run upon 
e Objefts, as the Morldligs 
Fore upon his poor /dolr'of Money, 
Honour, or ſenſual Pleafure. 

( There are doubtleſs much great- 
er Charms in Virtue and Goodneſs; 
in the Looe andthe Favour of God; 
in a pure Conſcience herè, and Frere 
nal Glory hereafter, chan there 
can be in 7 ah mean, worldly, ſen- 
ſual, periſning Things, to attrat# 
the Mind of a wiſe Man, and 
Wholly or chien rale 5 his 
Than Fat en . 

"THe who would: be able to Sik 
a good Account of his Thoughts to 
God, muſt carefully pany: two 
T hings, 1dleneſs, and idle, or looſe 
Company. Both theſo unbinge a 

Man's Mind, and diſarm: it of 
that Sobriety, or prudent Severity. 
Which is its beſt Guard and De- 
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to make any ou 


fun again. 


ng ns 


e e 
againk evil Thoughts, and 
.. *Tis alſo of great Moment for 


_ keeping our Hons to be as at- 
teme as we poſſibly can, o every 
aut Alt ion of our Minds; and as 
ſoon as ever we can, to e what- 


ever tenas to any Thing that is 


forbidden. We ought immediate- 


F 


to withuram from any tempting 

ell, and to direct our Thoughts 
ſome other ways; at. leaſt, newer 
towards the 
accompliſb ing any unlawful Defrre. 
Buy giving ſuch timely Check to 


every firft. Motien to any Sin, we 


ſhall both preſeres our Innocency, 
and alſo inereaſe our Power over 


our Thoughts, if ever that Temp- 


ration, or any other ſuch like, 6. 


Frequent Converſe with diſcreet 
and pious Perſons ; reading good 


Books, eſpecially the Holy Krip- 
tures ; taking fet Times for Medi- 


tation 


— + 


Tay, 


Prayer to God, are the proper 
Meant, not only to keep bad 
Thoughts out of our Minds, but 
to.bave: een Spring of good 
ones. 
wy wand a dl Fra 
a vin ar idle, or a ſinſul Thought, 
which hath not Cod or our / 
Conceramentsfor its Q 


Thoſe 


Thought 
be innocent, which do not intrench 
upon the Lato: of Piety, or Pu- 
nn, or Chiariey. 

Our andring T Brin Prayer, 
of. we rie againſt them all we 
eau, and dndeavaur to beep our 


Minds in adevout, compoſed Tem- 
per, and attend as well as we can 
we are about, I OP, 1 


do tho Dum 
will neyer riſe up ii Fu 
againſt us. 


Thoſefrightful Maſphomeus Faw. 


Lies, which ſome even pious Per- 


en tor mente with, of all 


r 


N 
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tation and | Recolledion; and 
aboue all, fervent and frequent on 


ritual 


about other hings may 


* N a e R * W ? , i. N 
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dther irregular Thoughts # have 


the ſeaſt Danger of | Sin in them, 
tho“ they be mot ſolemnly and 


formally diſpured with; and con- 


teſted. They are indeed; great 
Inſalicitins, but by no means any 
Sin, any farther than they are 


approvd of; which tis #9poſſible 


any tolerably good Man cun d 


No Man ever found ir ue Plea- 


[ * ſure and ſolid rational Peace; and 


'Enjoyment, till he became ac. 
gucuinted with God, and was made 
fen{ible of his Love and ee 6 
and a Partaker of his fpititual 
Facours; and red in an entire 
Fricuaſip and Communion with 


Him which Friendſhip and Com- 
munion is chiefty; if not only, both 


expreſs d and maintained by Prayer 
Praiſer, and T hankſgivings, Holy 


i Meditationz\ and other /piritu 


Exerciſes. _ How e 


[How can any Man anfwer it 


to his God, and to his own Con- 
Kience, to be heartily angry, when 


he 


1 


3 . 


1 LDL tar er —7— — 


4 37 1 ; 
be baſetf is aftonted ;/ and yet 
to bo altogether ſnſenffblk, or Teſs 
concerned, when his Father, and 
his | beſt Friend, that God who 
made him, rag on whom he 
wholly depends for his being, and 
for his well-being, is 9 22 
fronted in his Preſence, b hom. 
blaſphemous Oarhs and Pues 
tions, or by ne” denden 
Diſcourſes. * Aue 
"{Whofoever wakes: Confeignes 
of pray ing frequently and hearvily, 
and continues ſo to do, tho' he 
cannot at preſent be ſaid to be a 
good Man yet it is impoſſible. for 
Pita long to cominuo bud. He will 
certainly at laſt get be Victory 
over bis Laer and evil Habits; 
ſo that Prayer is both the Meant, 
without which Virtue ee e be 
attained';\.\and) the Means” that 


never fails of attaining ict; and 
the Security of de hen 15 nt. | 

| 1 . 
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Public every Day, is one of the 
KP 8225 Bleſſings "and 


Sacrament of Jag 
every Month, 


£6 ary a Means te preſerve the 
Vuion between the Soul and God, 


8 1 36 * 
ces of ambipping Gus 5 


that we can have in this World ; 


and hath by good Men always been 
ſo accounted,” |, 


* do not ts had bis 
54 may approach to the 
Lora s St | 

veh, 


„every N 
there be Occa- 


nay, every Day, i 


ion; e ches he doth not 
_ live ſo, as to be. for it, though 
he comes but once in 4 Par, or 


* o in ſeven; Wa. Fee 
Prayer, or Decution, is ab ue 


in which our ſpiritual. Life conſiſts; 
as Meat and Drink is to preſerve 


the Union between our Souls and 
ö Bodies, in Which amelie 
_conliſts, usw 4, 


t e e ue e 


ter ot very dreadful Conſideration 


ee one in his Wits to think 
| only, 


14 43-22% — 


— 
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(39) 
ſeriouſly; what Horror and Con- 
fuſion wal. needs /arprize. that 

Man at the % Day, Who 28 f 
ted his whole Life, and gov 
all his Actions, by one Rub, —— 
Nr intends 3 mucke him by ane 
R 
Now the Rule or Law, by wh 
we Chriſtians ſhall be judeed, our 
Lord hath declared to be ſuch an 
enf/eigned Faith, or ſuch an hearty 
Belief of his Goſpel, as engages us 
ſo to loc God, as that we make 
it our chief Care, and our conftant 
Endeavour,to keep his d 
ments. 158 
Nothing Aalen un W eee 
cere Obedience to all the Precept 
of the Goſpel; or ſuch a Repon- 
tance as engages him in an Holy 
Lie for the Time to come, can 
_ entitle any Man, to the Benefits of 
the Go Aud thus deep and 
far he . Wig if he will lay his 
Foundation ſure. 
[la every Sin Aenne) com- 
mitted, 
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q 179 Pay there are, generally ſpenk- 


ing, many more Degrees of Proba- 


90 bikty," that that Sin will never 


come to be ardon d, than that 


it will: 1. Becauſe every. ſuch 


Commiſſion of Sin imprints upon 


the Soul, a certain Hardneſs' and 


Ap tneſs to continue in that Sin; 
Welder with a further Diſpoſition 


and Pronenefs to other Sins. 2. Be- 

cauſe Repentance, which alone can 
. entitle the Sinner to Pardon, is 
not in his Peper: It is the Gift of 
God. And general Experience 


ſhows, that where one: ſuch Sinner 


ever comes to repent, an Hun- 


dred, I might ſay a Thouſand, at 


eaſt; dis in ſinal Inpenitence; or 
with ſuch a falſe, conſtrained, in- 


effectual Shery of Repentance, as 
can | avai/ them nothing, when 
Chriſt ſhall Then ge every Man ac- 
cording to What he bath done 1 in 
the Dody. Nenn 

[Every deliberath Dy Sin, is 
in n Effect renouncing our Alegiance 
to 


n 


© Ok 
to our Creator; and to our Liv, | 
who'hath bought us; and pH 


and'the' Hacery of ſome' vile Las, 
and finful Paſſion, which he tempts 
to, before the Sero7e of God.: 
Tisnot only Hefying his Authority, 
and Feuer, aud Jes, but eis 
alſo g Homing the Wiſdom and tlie 
Goodneſs of ( od ; all whoſe Laws 
feftive of our Nature, and 
conduchte to dur "Happineſs, as 
wel in this Pife, as in that which 
wilt node end. Fj 646 It 23 
Nothing I Neturd 12 more ir. 
f and conſoquently more 
immoral, chan for an fufoliſ gent 
Being to oppoſe or difobey chat 
Spee reign M, uhieh gas bim 
that Peng i and hath withal the 
abſolute Diſpoſal: of bim, in all 
his Concerns i in both Worlds. 
Shall he dito rad 
Atrainments, who is defeitioe and 
ſhort in the nora, which yer are 
by ms Rudiments, the * | 
| an 
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{Tho vary Zi and Sol of ll 


495 more hardly is the Saul cared 


04 ) 

4 gelt Draught of Robivion?, As 
eligion is the Perfettzon and the 
Refinement f Monality, ſo it ſtill 


preſuppoſes it: It builds upon it, 
and Grace never adds the Super- 


ſtructure, when Virtue bath not 
laid the Foundation : Grace: is 


never without Virtus; and no 
9 Religion ever Juroives his 
Morals. 


igion is Snrerity; for the more 
ſpiritual and refined any Sin is, 


of it; becauſe Fiero difkcaltly 
convinced; And in all our ſpi viritual 
Maladies, aku wan Bll he: 
gin the Gur n 932900 Bf v 
Tho ſame may beet W | 
none ful, "rok ſuch as walloro in 


IE the Mire and Filth of. groſs Senſu- 


ality ; yet no doubt, Deceit, Fai 
hood and 2 Pride and 
Euey, WWHill, Malice, Revenge, 
and Joarice, are more directly 
comrary to the very Eſſence and 

"Deſig® 


- 


.. 


T4* -+ 
Deſien of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and carry in them more of the ex- 
preſs Image and Superſcription of 
the Devil, than any bodily Sin . 
1 8 cy) * 9 1 
I He who, upon a jirm Perſua 
ſion of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, keeps ever in his View 
an eternal Happineſs, or Miſery, 
ſuſpended upon a fewDays Beba- 
o0ur, cannot but live 2 
as for Eternity. To aft at hercuiſe 
under ſuch a powerful Infuence, 
is really to 400 the Faftic of 
Heaven, and to bid Ommipotence 
do its worſt. Thus Sis infatuates 
before it deftroys :; And the Devil 
reigus over none. but thoſe whom 
he firſt deceives and befools. 
| _ [He who ſong, either upon Pre- 
ſumption of God's Mercy, reverting 
the Decree... of his Zaſftice in bis 
Behalf; or upon, Preſumption of 
his own Purpoſe of a future 100 
pentance, acts as directly in Con- 
8 tradiction to Nature as he doth 
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with a | 
once left Him. 


9 ranted io beg 
neſs, and Honour, that we are to 


1 * 
Ne 


9 4 \ . 


4h Waka * a Hs hath 


loſt his Reaſon, and what then can 


| there be for' Religion Fw take bold 
of him by! 10 


e 


The $ ir of God never ſtays 
- when Conſtience hath 


© We are ſo far from belt war- 
of God Wealth, Bone 


beg "bis Grice, to deſpiſe and to 
undervalue them. ' NozHimg can 


be fit for us to priy For, but what 


is fit and-honourable for our great 
Mediator Feſus Chrift himſelf to 
'mntercede for. This is to be the 

unchangeable Rule and Meaſure 
of all our Peritiont. 
[(The Incentives of the Hage, 
equal and exceed all filthy Di/- 
courſes, wanton 'Books an i Pic- 
tures, in provoking incontinent 
Perſons, and in making new Pro- 
felytes to Impurity, as well as to 
Intemperance and Profaneneſs. * 
I heſe Hlent heniſh Shows, the 
Pomps 


rr 


y bh . 
4 ( 1 : * * ) 
| * 


aug; and Vanities of this wicked 

Mord (however encouraged. by 
the Ogality and Numbers of thoſo 
who ſhould give better Example 
inſenſibly feal away that natural 
Medefty, from the weaker Sex, and 
the weaker. Age, which, next to 
the Grace,of God, is the beſt Se- 
curity of their Junocency againſt the 
Strength of their Iuclination to ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, in that Nonage of 
their Reaſon. The modiſh ur- 
ance they there get, to Bear, and 
to /ee indecent Things Vice ſet 
with Art, Wit, and Applauſe; 
and ftrift Piety and Virtue ridi- 
culed and diſcountenanced, natu- 
rally proceeds to. Bo/dneſs in Sin, 
and their being aſhamedof nothing, 
but of Chriftzan Sobriety, Wiſdom, 


and Religion. "161 AW ad Yard 
_ Theſe Traders for Hell then, 
who write leud profane Plays, and 
who att them on the Stage, the 
Devil's Setters, the common Poz- 
ſaners of Touth, with which our 
e e ee ln dee 


1 


M 
Nation hath of late Years abound- 
ed, {zve upon the Shark, and upon 
other Mens Sint; and get their 
very Bread by the Damnation of 

Souls 1 e nee 

II n order both to the gettin 

and keeping of the Conſcience ſo 

well informed, that it may be able 
to give us a rational Confidence to- 
wards God,' the Voice of Reaſon, 
in all the Dictates of natural Mo- 

raliiy, ought to be carefully ar- 
tended to; by a ſtrict Obſervance 
of what. it commands, but eſpeci- 
ally of what. it forbids, 

' * Every pious Merion from the 
Spirit of God, ought tenderly to 
be cheriſhed, and by no means 
checked. or quenched, either by 
Refiftance or Neglett. © 
_ Conſcience is to be kept cloſe. to 
the Rule of the written Word ; 
and is frequently to be examined, 
and ſeverely accounted with. _. 
[Without ſuch frequent Exa- 
mination ot his Conſcience, a Man 
e i is 
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MOR , 
is Wolly zn tbe dart, as to the 
greateſt Concern he hath in both 
Morldt: Je hath flirewd Cauſe 
to - believe God to be his Enemy, 
and cannot poſſibly know him to 
be his Friend. And this being his 
Caſe; he muſt live in Ignorance, 
and die in ggnorance; and it will 
be har for & Man to die in it, 
withaut dying hy # too. 
Poſſibly ſome never ſo much as 
doubted of the Safety of their ſpi - 
ritual Eſtate in all their Lies; 
and if ſo, let them not flatter 
themſelves, but reſt afared, that 
have ſo much the more Rea- 
for a great deal to doubt of it nor. 
Every particular Commiſſion 
of any great Sin, ſuch as Murder, 
Uncls-nrnoſe, eee Br 
every” repeated Pradtice' of any 
known" Sin whatever; every cor- 
rupt Paſſion, or evil Mellion of 
| the Mind, hath a mighty Power 
in it to dur ben the natural Lig 
ang yi een diſcerning Tad 


Jag] ng 


g 


an 


' judging Power of Conſcience, When | 
the Afetiions are any of theſe 
Ways once engaged, the Fadgment 
is always partial on their Side. 
9 . nuality,Covetouſneſs and ride 
odr Ambition, are the three principal 
N e e dan ben, and 
5 9 en debauch the Conſcience. "Thoſe 
le. and fallacipus Phajures of 
nſec, Which bewitch; the Body, 
fy nar become the very Pojſon of 
the nobler and nelle Part of 
Man. Whoredom and Wine; Hoſea 
f oy 11, take away the Heart, that 
YN 4 Wegs Wache Langnage, of 
ele of, Things, his right 
Tug ment, or diſcernin g Abilities. 
[Coverouſueſs,). or a great Delire 
an Love of Wale, above all o- 
ther Vices, moſt werkully carries 
the Soul een makes it all 
Earth; and makes the N a 
poor ſup id. rute co fatty; 
This Sin hath tk lar 


1 Hiding Tamer ind 7 1 


Mind, 


1 

- 

= 
. l * 


Fa) 
Mind, and confotunds the Reaſon: 


even in the ableſt, .wife/t, and moſt 


ſagactious Men; that the moſt rove- 
tous: Wreteh: breathing - doth not 
perceiee, nor can he wo perſuaded; 


by all the Reaſon, Religion, Evi 


ence, and Demonſiration, any 
Man can. uſe to.convince him, that 
he is cowetauur; or in 
guiy of that maſt dangerous, moſt 
1 and ſhameful. Sin. 
Pride was the Devil's Sin, and 
the Devil's Ruin; and it hath been 
ever ſince the Devil's Ag Her- Stra- 
tagem. Ambition firſt b/inds the 
Conſcience, and then ad the 
Man ' whither it ill, that is, in 
the direct Comrſe of it, to the Dei 
Nothing can make one Man 
ſo much an Eueny to another, as 
Hu makes very. Sinner an Eren 
to God. ens wine wan 


Pride is a Quality ſo B 


odicus to God, that it way be ſaid 
not ſo much to imprint upon Men 
the Image, as to communicate to 

i C them 
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any Degree 
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14 | them the very 
| "Foe Liter," - 
; W 1 
thy our beſt — that 
Whatſoever carries a Man of from 
God, (tho at firſt never" ſo little) 
will, in the natural C- and 
Teuclency of it, carry him ſtill 
farther and farther, tilt at length 
it Eat him neither i nor uur 
do return. Wan If: 

[The Exd and Deſign of the 
ferent of the \Meſſiah - | 
take Men of fromall er Wn 
ly, ſenſual Enjoyment s, as the'cer- 
. tain Hinderers of Piety, and Lu- 
 derminers of the Spirit; and to 
plant his Kingdom in their Hearts ; 
and by infuling into them the 
Graces of Humility, Temperance, 
Heavenly. 3 and Charity, 
to conquer their CH ions, and 
ro reigu over all their _ Boe 
gular Agectiout and P 
[The Jes, who rejetiod Chriſt 
we ney maul than "oh 

Cpriſ- 


* - 
- 
k © 1 


A" 
ect, who acknowledain ;the "vt 


ww debut toy ity both of his 
and of His Goſpel, FAR 


hap In" their” Lives, "which oy. * | 1 
in their Cy ged. * 
He who prefers a baſe, ſhameful 


12 hr nfl Gnful 1 piirin 
W. rn, 5. 00 in 
Fews 

ante of 


jock will be Ret to ſuch Chrif 
Aan O 'rejef? Chriſt in Bir 
2 e 
ed im to his CHHH . 
kde Man pölde the Abundance 
of Wealth, and Priver, and Hp 
vol or of great Parts. Wi Jam, 
ier of any Kind, 48 4 Pro- 
Veron, but as 4 Heben. He's, 
7750 bf Providenee; ko # 
bd diſpenſe whit” God 2: 
(and doth but ban, ihe Vs Hang 
for he Good of thoſe h he converſes 
ich. 'He/ ougHt 65 as God's 


1 we al ang 


Salle th, 
„ 


N 52 N 

he be. vleaſed to act imwediately 
in Aﬀairs here, below... . ay 
[Prolperitys 5055 che Nature, 

Mau now. ath a. peculiar 
Force and Meſs 1. abate Mens 
Vuo.irtues, and to Beigbten r 
i Corruptions, .., 


I ** 


ky 
„ e a betray 
i 11 


Wo 
| pL The i 10 1 OE 


the Hig liver 24875 
nnd: there is Fes Bc da, t 


W ' dom from above, .. 
= upon Hi, humble, and pr ay- 

3 e that can ny the 
Soul pure 3 21 ee uu d Jing 
Nestes ee 
God even oor u bon. 


Supremacy as en 4 to 88 
proud Man. .; "IVE 2 Any 0 
7 * 


| 2 wery | Wap 


Fol in him; 
= ar 


Every % Aera a Man Geh 
Meir ty poſes him to notber: 5 
mid prepares aim for a worſe. 
Till we have made Religion our 
fixed Cboice, tis but Talk and 
Fancy : The Heart muſt» appro- 
priate and rale Hold of the 2 
Truths of Christianity for 
Portion and Happineſs, and as 
chief Good, before we are, or can 
be Chriſtians in good earneſt, - 
The ſureſt Way to confirm our 
Faith about the ſacred-and im- 
portant Tuν of Religion, is ti 
lber them for their tranſcendent 
Wirth and Purity; to fix our In- 
clegatiens, an q Apettions upon 
them, and to 54 that there 
ſhould be ſuch Ihings prepared 
for us as the Holy enen tells 
there une. 
[Men are Arbeiſtr, not bebaute 
they have better Mir than other 
Men, but becauſe they have cor- 
rupter Nis; not becauſe they 
reaſon better, but becauſe they ice 
worſe. "a 2; Pro- 


16 


ia that Condition, (vis. of being 


$Þ\- 1 4 N 
F 'F | 


e 


11. ff 9 * . 0 0 217 | 
N - .- Prodigality, is the Devil's. Stew- 
ard, miniſtring to all Sorts. of 
, 4 7 

1 ; 


ice Whatever, even to Soyet- 
ouſneſs it felf at the long Run. 
There are more Inſtances of 
ſuch as Riches have made covetous, 
than of ſuch as Cometonſne/s has 
made ick. 
| [ What pineſs can there, be 


Rich, Gc.) which renders Virtur 
a Thing of it ſelf ſo Aifeuli, in- 
finitely more difficult ; which turns 


the ſtrait Gaze into a Needle's Eye; 


and makes the ay to Hell, which 
is ſo broad already, ten Times 
brogder than it was before? 
[True Happineſs and . Comfor 
fiream immediately fromGod Him- 
eff, as Light iſſues from the Sun. 
Every Man is Happy or miſera- 
ble, as the Temper of his Mind 
places him, either directly under, 
or befede, and farther from the 
Jufluences of the Divine Nature; 


which enligbten and enliven the 


well 


vidig # 


* 114 44d 
: L 
- 4 
. | 
* 1 R 


well difpoſed: Mind: wirr ſeoret 


ineftable\ 7%; and ſuch as the 
eiciong,' or unprepared" Mind,” is 
wholly -ungcquainted with.. 
[That innate Reftefneſs of De. 
fire, implanted in the Soul of Man, 
is the great Engine by which God 
would draw it to Himſelf; fince 
it can never fix upon any Thing 


which can fully ſatigy it, till in 
the laſt Iſſue it rer minates in Ed. 


God made the Hears of Man 
for no other Purpoſe, but that He 


might deci} in it : and He fent. 


Man into the World with ſuch 
mighty Endowments, not ſo much 
to enjoy it, as to have the Honour 
of deſpiſing it; and upon Expe- 
rience of its woful Vanity, 0 find 
Cauſe, in all his Thoughts and 


Deſires, to return and fly back to 


his Maker. like the Doge to the 


Ark, when it could reft no where 


elſe, TW 
- [Men now and then be/fory ſome 
ſhort ſcattering. Thoughts upon 


we 


C 4 their 


oy * 


Fi Alis Gale: 'and their'farure Rare, 
provided they are at u Leiſure 
3 from their Buſineſs and their ric. 


(56). 


But this amounts to 0 more thun 
their being religicus on Sundays 
only, or when they ace nat hiug 
elſe to do. All which, and a great 
deal more, is far ſhort of making 
Religion a Man's chief Buſineſs ; 
tho' * it; be not fog it is in Jun 
fit If Men: would be: at baif 55 
pains to provide themfelves Trea- 


fare in Heaven, which they are at 


generally to get Eſtares here on 
Earth, it were im W for "__p 


Man to be 4 
[A ſtriciy eee 


of Tour b, or beivg car inſtrafteu 
in the great and important Tus 


of our holy Religion, and by all 


prudent Ways and Means harp 
engaged in a couſcientious Dif- 
charge of the Dutjes it en joins, is 
abſolutely xecefſaty to a Man's at- 
taingent of that zne/ftmable Ne 


nan: * — | Jing, 
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UF) 
„that On 
eing. ſerdiceribir to his God, eaſy 
to bimſelf, and aſaſul to others, 
in in the whole Coorſe af his follow- 
ing Life. 

4 that \Piety: or! Godlineſs 
which our Religion obliges us to, 
and in the C round and Neceſſity 
of which all young Perſons are 
to be. carefully. rated, and 
inured to the Pradlite of it, as 
ſoon as they come to the Uſe of 
their 'Reaſonz is a Perfection com- 
prehending in it all the Graces of 
a Obriſtian; and no leſs than the 
Image of God himſelf new /lamp. 4 
upon the Sou. 9 41 i renn $i 
He only therefore, young Per- 
fon por to be taught, is a pious 

ee Man, according to the 
ſlits eee Rules ary 2 Mea- 


11 1 6 


ſpeakable Felietty.of JM 


WE WES 
it Benefits of a foilerdl Effate, | 
dis coming, up to the Conditions 
EF it: Or, to be yet more particular, 
be only is a rae ſincere Chriſtian, 
who with a full and fixed Raſalu- 
Iain of Heart, bas taken the 
whole Law of Chriſty. in the foves 
ral Preceprs of it, -with the utnioſt 
Hardſhips attending them, for 
his Portion in this World, and the 
Promiſes of it oe his Inbericance | 
in the next. N 
Fer h ade only, u as 
Gop 8 us, is the Chriftian 
49 res Ng Ne by his 
his Reaſon, 
Religion: He who makes his Duri 
Bis Vitae, till at length he 
eomes te make it his Dei too: 
He whoſe fole Deſign is tc he'piens, 
without affecting to 5 be rege 0: 
He who'#ots andes by a mighty 
within, Which the 2 


Principle 
about him deer 


Fands ; a Principle r 
eee wit 


kout bo: Reſon: 
Lal Ys 
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$8 "4 was 
_ Laſtly; in a Word, he who allows 1 
not himſelf in the Omiſſion of anx Wi 
known. 3. er in the Commiſ» "Hl 
Hor of the leni known Sin. ' . l 
lle ue. wiſe enough to take 
the. Service of his God, and the 
Salvation of his own Soul, for his 
chief 2, and trueſt Intereſt, 
and will ook abu thoſe T hings, 
Perſons, Compenies;| and Action, 
which perhaps he never centured 
upon in all his Lie, but he brought 
away matter of Repentauce — 
them, as ſo many Engines planted 
him by the Hs, and ace 
_ cordingly he wind fly from them, 
as he would from the Mouth of a 
Cannon, or the , infectious Air or 
Breath of a Peſt bv; aſſuring 
himſelf, that the ſame Poiſon wil | 
Rill have the ſame pernicious and Þ i 
dendly. Operation. He will make | FF 
no race withthoſe Won 
nothing will ſatisfy but to 
Hell with them fbr C rte 
to do with 


nn thing to 
any 4 [Tf 


(6 


| boy 4 any Houſe or Fami, tho e 
fo great, and never ſo much in 
Power, where the Peril is Major 
1 Der. and governs all. 
He who will be ſafe, where he 
is AER, d to be ſo, will 
never follow an y Employment, or 
Courſe. of Bis Which may im- 
moderate ly and dangerouſſy zvork 
aun any of his Palins which 
may ſwell his carnal Hopes, in 
| ks bis Eu of the World; on 
his Lone of 'Moncy ; which may 
provoke. and ae enſual Appes 
tte, or heighten his Pride: and 
Ambition. He who »/es not all 
wiſe Precuutions, in a Matter of 
fuck vaſt Moment, as it is whether 
he ſhall be happy or miſerable for 
ever, moſt. fooliſhly; "enters into 
that Temptation which our Lord 
commands his Diſoiples, Marth: 
xxvI. 41. . e aud to 
pr againlls Naietion 
Tg. b that Vice or Sin 
which. ſets gll ithe: n. K 


(1s 


(6 7 
te Soul wide open, to let in ch 
evil Spiri 


along with him,; & free Roc 
and a full Pefleſſon: Whereas be- 
ing always employed in any juſt 
and law ul Coutſe Lise, muts 
the Doors, and: ſtops: all the fog] 


mes of the Mind, whereby” 4 
Temptation would enter; or if it 


ſhould chance to creep ing leaves 


no cid room for it to dweltthere:; 


ſo that the more ace ſich a 


good Man is, he is ſtilk the more 
innocent; and ſuch 


Action both perfects Nature, and 


. mac to Graces Aamir 
_ ©:4late or Smmfualir 
a kind ' Morhor Ve, ore; Rp 


producin g Cauſe of iaſinitely more; 
it renders a Man equally pry: 


to others,: and 991/ebicvons to him 


ſalf; and is that boar Way by 
which three Parts of the World: 
at leaſt, go to the Devil; whereas 
* emperance has the moſt 


DU 


it, and to give both him, 
and all the Villanies he can bring | 


options 9 


1 | Ayfuerce upon al other part 
Firtuss, of any that the Soul of 
Man is capable of: It is the great · 


cet Slag ri and Clearer of 


Reaſon, and the beſt Preparer of 
it for Religion, the Siſter of Pru- 
gence, and the Handmaid to De- 
votiom: It makes the ato 
_ Man. 14 himſelf, gives him 
the conſtant Command of his Rea» 


fon, and keeps him under the 


Command of his Religion: It 
makes him always 


With; his God, and always fit and 


ready t ba tho Devil, by. 
the very Matter of 


tak ing 
the 
the  Tempter's De 
of Materials to work upon 


emptation, and ſo eluding 


ait £1 


faſtens upon a Man to any 


tutios 
purpoſe, but in the Strength 


bre Temperance over- rules the 
Apatit there Reajon 1 


ral 
. , 


ieular 


fit to converſe 


for want 


For, it is ſeldom that a Tump 
of 
ſome one or other of his Paſſions; 
and this is a fure Obſtrvation, that 


"$$ _ 
to conimand. the eee and 
that, till the former be dene, the 


latter will be impractieablee.. 1 0 
[It is incredible what ground I 
Sin, 


tho in the very leaſt, and 
moſt inconſiderable Inſtance, gets 
of the Son / of that, Man, who - 9 0 
far extenuates and undervalues it, 
as that be will not think his erer- 
#al Happine/s concern'd in his 
watching againſt it, For by this 
Means it is eaſily. int inte the Soul, {|| i 
and ſeldom thrown out. No Cane 100 
tion is applied beforchand,. ner 
tante after. And furely it 1 
cannot but be do 22 
ede, with an an Au 
reported att 
[The eee 
God's voy to the Saints appears 
in thoſe, excellent Prioileges that 
as crue to them from it. 5 Tha firſt 
of which the Saints enjoy even in 
this Life; namely, do be the b. 
7 Goa, wo mers wen 


Every ene WH Hopes © 


« a) 
bi Aa ; tobe addmirrech ins 


. tothe neareſt and deareſt Relation 
| # 5 to the 


great Cyeator and Lori of 
Heaven and Earth. 1 Jobn iii. 
bor. 1. The fecond great Privilege 


Np bo"onjoy yed by the Saints in 


1 that is no 


the Lie bing; 


less than A Likeneſs to Chriſt him- 


felf in Glory, a Participation of 
thoſo grand, fublime Prerogarives 
that Chriſt is endowed withal. 
Now the very ExpeFtation” of 
that unconcelvable 'Happineſs ewe 
hope for in Heaven, if it be ratio- 
2 and well grounded, affords 
every Son of God, every ſincere 
Chriſtian, more true Cmfort, than 
the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of the 
greateſt” "earthly 'Contentment, or 
things whatfoever, can do to 
a w/e and thinking Man. 
to be 
#k5 Curt horouftos mithe'Bright- 
neſs of his Gt muſt exert 1 his 


utmoſt Diligence to reſemble Him 
eue Purtyof hs _ 1 | 


Oy 


PT 
He muſt puriſy Wbenſelf from the 
Power" of Sin, 5 pentih bewhilin 108 
all thoſe Sins he hath at any ti 
committed; by a continually re- 
new'd Repentance ; ;  watchfully 
precoming' all Acts of Sin for the 
future; carefully heeding and-a- 
viding all thoſe Objects and Oc⸗ 
caſtbnſ which ate apt t 225 Him 
into the Commiſſion Sin 

whatſoever; weakening 106 Root 
of inherent, original Corruption, 
by all the Meant and ee 
propoſed in the Holy Seriptu 
and frripine, as for his Life, e and 
for Eternity, to introduce the 
Porger of Godllineſs i into his Heart 
and." ite} in the room of the 
Borer of Hin. m at er | 

In order to Wich great 405 | 
worthy End, he who in earneſt 
deligns to prey himſelf from the 
Power of Fru, muſt N his 
Might, and utmoſt Speed op pi ſe 
the very firſt Riſings and Meeins 
of tis ann an y, cv 


the 


E 


Ms tend to the | 
. of Sin, by 
9 81 under as fog mak- 


gn dg obedient to the 


1 725 L He ow 
never 8 Bis in thi 
moſt lawful or indifferent, | ſo for 
as to be, at any time, indiſpoſed 
thereby to a more near and ſpiri- 
ritual Conoer/e with his God: He 
muſt above all things, be ſure to 
be very frequent and very earneſt 
in ſecret Prayer to Almighty God, 
for daily freſh Supplies of his pre- 
venting and ſanctifying Grate. 
And that he may be puriſy d 
alſo from the ili * Sin, he muſt 
apply the Blood of Chriſt to his own 
Sou, by renewed Acts of Faith. 
And that not only in general, but 
after every purticular Commiſſion 
of any known Sin; if he hopes to 
be enen he muſt repair to the 
Death 


<- — SS ws 2 + 00+ ao <4 ——_— 


uy 67 * 
95 ar Lord, by 


ings alfo of themſelves cleanſe not 
away the Gui of Sin, but the 
Virtue: of , Chriſt's Blood 1 
e by t 23 0 5 or 
ot eanſe.the „but 
that Blu which redeemed. the 
Soul both from the Gail of Sin, 
and ſtomthat eternal Death which 
e be ER Venn 
{Since no Man js, or can be 4 
Sou of Gad, but he only WBO ig 
led and govern 'd by the K 2 
God; nor can any Man reaſo 
ably. $ope to fee, and to 
to our Blefled, Lord, in a 
Glory hereafter, but he only who 
—_ it his Buſineſs in his Life 
to purify himſelf even as he is 


pure; it is evident, that the very 


Hopes and Religion of every pro. 
faus and vicious Liver is but 


Mockery and Pretenco. For can 
any 


e of his Fa 
_ Ch Boy 2 ſhed for the 
| Remiliem of his Sin : Which An. 


be, he 


ri yin 15255 who 


W 


| fny. one af common 82 a 


5 to be ſave. in thè conſtant 
Praftice of thoſe Entrmities, for 
which the God of Tyuth himſelf 
aſſures him he ſhall be damned? 
oF any Man hope for that, of 
po he hath fcarce a ought. ? 
peck to en joy. God Bbreaffer, 

Iy without him 
here ? Can any Man hope to be 
faved by him whom he de and 
denies in his Works e Or can he 
expeft that Chriſt ſhould*own” him 


in another World, when he rejects, 
Aeſpiſes, and tramplos upon his 


Commands in this 2 Is it poſſible 
that any but ſtark Fools, Brutes, 
or Mad" Men, be they nevet ſo 
eat or 'wife in their Wr vain 
Imagination, can ri fo miſera- 
bly in that great Byſmeſs of their 
eternal Condition, vis. Whether 
they ſhall be hdppy or undone to 


all Eternit. bun dg 


*Tis # Wiieftion, 5 wbethibr ihe 


Prety or Prudence of that W 
a ot 


. 
. 
——— —_— wr „ 2 ** 8 
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of Agar; Give me neither P 


'y 


770 0 80 Kd ps 7 A5 the Greater. ae | 


goad Man, it, Node 
te ra, ge Aa 4 
nefits of Nature, 
1 of Plenty, that the higheſt 
Reg Grandee, can 1 55 
And | that top, . with 

er, and next to 1 

dey of; his o, an 


fterity's ever en- 


th Kb = 5 


3 25 is, D 157 2 
8 Citi ons: * 


tat 
Th i UT 1 70 5 i eſa 
77 5 el J e 


Na e Marth, x 7 MT 
Whats not, 
h. 2 * 


A at. holy Man. 
WII 


th 
Wit. 


ind the Bi. 


R. 9 1 0 and Mas in gar. 


155 
W. 


- *% 


in 
of bis Condition, moft ek bis 


Eoin if ever he by 


| NP ” 155 git Vetter fi 

'» 5h Vi 80 
bim! in Food anos N * 
W ee Conſe 116 is 4 thin 
he | Cult, and hook 


/ dre 


us th 3 PE bi fo ny 
ole" Of < Man 5 y itt this 
Life; fuch' Ang we 


Diffcence! has Tr his 
Toten „Actions, a AKeRtions: 
For what can à Man truly” 4c 
While he” wat it? And Wha 
can he rnb fee} the Num of, 


8 rf et % 1075 he egr- 
| is ac "1 ; 
1 within” m, 0 


e * Hea- 
Fong eu. 


e ol 


1 


671) 
1 is a Man's % End, os 
Good ;"' that principal thin 
which henat and neceffari 
intends in all that he does, think 
or defires ; the Center, in which 
all his Alion meet and unite. | 
Now whatever & Man accounts f 
his chief Goo or Treaſure, fo as 1 
to ſuffer it to engroſs and take up I 
all His Bite and Defires, that 1 
he makes his God; that he deiſrs 1 
and adores, whether he knows ſo in 
much or no: He can do no more, 
even to C bimſelf, than to Lyeg 
Him) Truft in Him, Rely upon 
Him, and give Him his Fears ; 
nor doth God require any more; 
for it is a Man's All. And 50 
ſets no other Price upon 1 
Glory, and Immortality 5 
upon imſelf too, but our kee 0 
God hath ſo ordered 175 
PR of Mens Sarda 2 
neſs, "har thei V ge r Hope: | 
tate Poſſeſſion of thoſè gforious 
Mav/i ons' ty" thei! Aud that no 
Man 


N 
. 


Mey e 
gan all ever came to Heaven 
e Who hath: not ſent: his 
Heart thither before him.. 

IkHleis an bappy Man, who hath 
ho. eng; but he is much hap- 

pier, who hath never. {6 many, and 
Fan par dun them. I do not cam 
pare him who: nf Sen and doth 
good cd bis Enemies, . ſaith; the 
Roman Orator, . to the greateſt, 
the beſt, and the wiſeſt of Men; 


ae 1 2 him 59 be like to God 
1 85 310 
The Holy. Spirit always. * 
Fa 15 guides before He ſaves; 
og. as he: brings Men to Happ7- 
„only by the Way of Holineſs; 
1 ner k 1 to N Holineſs 


but L bythe, Path s;of Knowledze. 5 
ae 


Prevention. of Sin is one 

4 . that God can 
youchl; afe a Man in thi World. 1 
9 Ph alifoneſs,; of., worldly | 7 
e 1 Shs namely,  ,; 
that. EY by, following its fi 
Print 175 ye ico Pe: that for i 


E 


4 1 


# (973) 
his Zh, which no way ſuits bis 
Colidition's for not hung can make 
a Mar” happy, but that which 
both g, ab long as he laps, 
and which-alfs is fo > ir able to a 
rational Nrure, that it can fill 
the Meaſure of its Deſires : But 
let Mah vate never fo mich of 
this Mord, he is ſtill age! ſamnes 

thing Or other! an 105.697 
He who can igen any Labour, 
any Hatdlt ip, rather thin 
Ale, mit, if he be in his Wits, 
Phaſe "Labour, no" Hardſhip, 
rather than: ee any Sin, and 
be, dane for itt. 
Nothing ef . which 
WII a Man. for Deas; can 
fit him for the Savrliment ofthe | 
Load, 3 per. 4239 et de 
28 te Npirit, ſſgniſſes 

ts og TIES bor lets, but to p pray 


* heartily: and 
ridtelp2- Tor ugs; hy yo 
ſick þ 


Se he N 
iti Sept r 2 


allows of. Every 


undered 


Every 
zuward Provgfan.of. Comfort, that 


N one Confederation along with him 


aad, Mbich ig erer 


| * al 74 ) | 4 
Belgener lives upon an 


the Morid is a Stranger to. 
¶ Lot the boldeſt Marrtae this 


When he is going to. That in 


every. deliberate, I el Sins, be 
1 5; for a whole Hum niey 


dreadful, makes it ten to one odds 
againſt Him, viz. T hat, everlaſting 
CORO OP be ee 

des Can pleaie go jon than 
for tex | pitiful Saxe "of. Fins 
While it is; .cammitting,s and fans. 
ly the preſent Pleaſure of a ſinful 


Ad, is a poor Countervail far che 


Bitterneſs. of the Rete, CR 
begins. where the Aftian ends, 


Tafts for ever. 


When Chriſt ſhall 3 
ſelf, We, Was denied, and the 
ITching for which he: was; denied 
together; and; ſhall parallel his. 
Maris with a. Lat, and lay a 
whole Rranity of Happineſs ys 

171994 1 nne, 


"2 
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(75) 
the Balance with a Trifle, then 
the Filly of the Sinner 's Choice 
ſhall be the greateſt Sting af his 
Damaien. ae 

[We all know that this ſhort 
uncertain Life, is only a Paſſag⸗ 
to an and/eſs Hate of Happineſs or 

of Miſery; and therefore it ought 
to be in all Reaſon a careful. and 
a conſtant Preparation for a Blef- 

fed Eternity. 

: How deplorably wretched and 
fl then are all thoſe, who ei- 
ther lay out all that Time which 
God'\ gave them chiefly for this 
great End, upon duch poor Pro. 
elt as reach no farther than 
this ſhort and miſerable Tafe ; or 
who make it their Buſineſs to 
forget God and themſelves, by 
_ miſpending their whole Lives iu 
thoſe mean Dicerſiouc, Sports, 
and Paſtimes, or in vicious or 
uſeleſs Converſations, Which are 


the Devil's great Znginrs tofence 


out TW IE 


1 ſottim 
they are in, of e _ un. 


r 


neceſſary 


(7 


-ante of the Danger 


done for ch.j,ꝗ, as” 

For the Keocakder of a Man' : 
true Sate, in relation to the Life 
to come; and that & Inſpoction 
and Self Examination, whereby 
only ſuch Knoleage can be ob- 
tain'd, is a Daty of ſo mighty an 


Influence. upon all that concerns 


his immortal Soul, that it is indeed 

the very Root and Ground-work 
of all ws Repentance ; and the 
Antecedent, if not alſo 
the dirett Cauſe; under, or in 
Conjunction with the Spirit and 
Grace of God, of a Sinner's Re. 
bars to God. 

[The next and moſt effectual 
Wa to defiroy Religion, is to em- 
baſe and &7/lify the Teucberr and 
Diſpenſers of it. But ſurely the 
Bottom and Foundation of this 
Behaviour, towards Perſons ſot 


apart for the Service of God, that 
18 de ſhould entitle 


them 


(v7) 
them to ſuch a peculiar Scarn, can 
be nothing elſe but Atheiſm, luft- 
_ dclity, and Profancnefs, the grow- 
ing rampant Sins of theſe Timer. 
If there were not a Miniften 
in every Pariſh, you would ſoon 
find | Cauſe. to increaſe the Nuns 
ber of Conſtables: . i And inf ©: the 
Churches were not employed to 
be Places to hear God's Laws. in, 
oo would be need of them to 
be Priſons for the Breakers of tho 
Laws of Men; aut iu ea bn 
[The,Chriftian Religion, is 3 
wing elſe but the purifying and 
reſining Nature by Grace; the 
raiſing and exaiting our Faculties 
and dane by Wann and | 
Virtue. 
Religious Perſeflinn ebe is | 
nothing elſe but the moral Accum- 
plhiſhment of Human Nature Such 
a Maturity of Virtue as Mau in 
this Liſe is capalle ; or à con- 
firmed, well-eſtabliſhed Halit of 
Rigbreonſueſs, and true Holineſs. 
D 3 Now, 
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of the Goſpel 


Relig oats 


it that rar and 


baue his Mina En d, and 
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f (78) 
Now, as it is the main Defien 
to raiſe and exalt us 
to this Halit of Holtneſs, ſo ir ro- 
ceives no ſmall Aten to that 


Strength, Euſineſs, and Pleaſare, 


which arc natural to Habits, from 
the Supei 'al Energy, and Vi- 
your of the: Holy irn. 

[According to this Notion of 
 Perſaftion, he 18 4 * 
feli — whoſe Mind is pure 
and vigorous, and his Body tame 

and obſequious; whole Faith is 
firm and ſteady, his Lose ardent. 
and exalted, — his Hope full of 
Alurance ; whoſe Religion has in 
Conftancy, and 
his S that Tranguillity and 
Phaſure, which beſpeaks him a 
Child of the Lig atid of the Day, 
a Partaber of the Divine Naturo, 
und raiſed above the Corruprion 
which is in the World thro” Loft. 

[This is the utmoſt Perfection 
Man is capable of in this Life, to 


his 


1 


8 


bis Meayr purified i and to be in- 
formed, eu, and influenced by 
Puith and Love, as by a viral 
Principle'; and all this is Hontiai 
to habitual Goodneſs, or that N. 
lineſs which the Goſpel requires. 
Thoſe Myffical Wrirs, who 
ſeem to have more 
as Fhat, than other Men, do 
rightly enough make Perfo&ion to 
conſiſt in that Holineſs which be- 
eins in the Fear, and is conſum- 
mate in the Zove of God; which 
enlightens the Mind, and Purities 
the Heart, and fixes and unites 
Man to his Sovereign Good, that 


ts, to God. 


not to 27 placed in fantaſtick 
Speculatians, or in voluntary On- 
ſereances, but in the lid and 
uſeful Virtues of the Goſpel; in 


the Works of Paith, the Labour 


of Loe, and' the Patience of 
Hope; in the Purity and Humility 
of A Child of Ligbt; ii that 

D 4 Con- 


If 


as well 


Kelig ious Porfettion en, Is 4 


5 
N 
q 
| 
; 


| WW! . Cinflane br e 


'bath ſet his Melli. on 


(8%) 


becomes one ho bath brought 
the Body into Subjection, and 

bings 
6. 


[He 1 . in bimſelf little 
or no Hunger and Thin = 
Righteouſneſs, - no., earneſ Defire 


and Care to obtain that ſettled 


confirmed Habit of Holineſt, of 
which all are capable; or to grow 


and improve in the Love of God, 


and of his Neighbour ; in Faith 


and Hope, in Purity and Huni- 
lity, &c. hath too much Reaſon to 
ſupe ct his Want of that Sincerity, 


ck is the firſt Sep towards 


Perfection; and without which he 
is not yet in a State of Grace and 
Satovation: +. * 

For, how is it poſſihle that 1 
Indiference, Cala and Uncon- 
cernedneſs in a Matter of ſo vaſt 
_ Moment, can conſiſt with a firm 
Relief and Expectation of a Crown 
of n. with a ſincere Loss Goa 
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God e all, and with an, ars. | 1 
dent Dan, to leads him. in all. 


Things ei gt v3.3 901 . . 
[ G2 and invaluable are the 


bleſſed Effects or Advantages of 
religious Perfettion : It advances ' 


the Honour of the true God, an 
of his Son Jeſus, in the World; 


it promotes the Good of Mankind; 


it produces in the perfect Man, a 


15 1 urance of eternal Harps 
| Glory; and oem 
ks in Poſſeſſion dba d 
Pineſs in this Lafe. 
The Aſurance he may 3 af 
his future happy State, depends, 
1. Upon a Divine Revelation,, viz. 
That they who helicoe and repent 


ſhall be ſarrd. 2. Upon the A- 


plication of the Condition. of Life 


to his own particular Caſe; of 


which he may be aſſured by an 


, which, as it lifts him in 
314 D 4 the 


5 
1 


impartial r 661 of himſelf, | 
2 Chr. xiii. 35. 1. r 
3- Upon the Taftimony age Us dhe Holy ly 


| 14 8 2 +). 
the Examination, Sit | 
and: confirms His Semouce wie its 
Suffrage, fortifying his Murr ancv, 
d Increaſing his Fog. © 

llt his Frith ſtands firmagainſt 
41 the Shoeks of carna/Objettions ; 
if *he- earneffly deſires to pleaſe 
God, as loving Him above all 
Things; i he #Þjrfs more after 
the Conſolation of the Sirit, than 
after that of ſenßbk Things; if 
Bis Sou} is carried upwards fre- 
_ qiently on the Wings of Farb 
and Fove, and maintains à cott- 
* Converſation” with Heaven, 
Jonging to be delivered from the 

Boch Drumb, and to enter into 
the. Region of Peace and Life ; 
it his Hunger and Thirft after 

Rizhteouſneſs 


| be very eaper, and 
the fr of worldly Things 
| Teal, he may then fiifely conclude 

that he is a Parruter of the Di. 
eim Nature, and hath eſcaped the 


Corruption that is in the wr 
through * Ai 8 


841 


„ * 
The perfect Man may be alſo 
well aſſured that he ſhall perſevere 
in that good F/tate he tn now-in, 
by a due Comfederarion of the Pro- 
penſion and Favour God bears to 
his Children ; of the Sufficiency of 
Mane, and of the Con- 
_—_— his own Sincority and 
5 attaina- 


[As to the Happineſ: 
ble in this Lyfe, the ſincerely re- 
Bios Man hath many Advantages 
over the Sinner, or 6s leſs perfett ; 
he is more free from thoſe Mif- 
takes and Errors, from thoſe 

Paſſions and Follies, which em- 
broil human Life. He reaps that 
Satisfaftion and Tranquility, from 

the Moderation of his Deſires and 
Sections, which Ambition and 

Avarice do in vain promiſe them 
felves from Preferments, or the 
Increaſe of Wealth. He hath - 
 Phenſures, to which the Sinner is | || 
an utter Stranger. To be the || 
boy the "_ the * h 


Divine 
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* Amighi God, who is the Foun © 
train of all Good; Lord! What 
Ref, w hat 7c, what Confidence, 
what dot do theſe: T houghts 
breed! 

[4s of Wildom and Charity, 
the Contemplation of Truth, and 
the Love of Goodneſs, are the moſt 
natural and delightfnl Exerciſe gf 
the Mind of a good Man. This 
duuſo Man forming @ true Eſtimate 
ol the Objefts of Senſe, as /orw, 
. and;/porr, — momentary; and 
not looking, upon them as his ad. 
timate E 
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na, nor of any great 
Concern to him, innocently enjoys 


all that is good in them, and. is 
not fool d by * Expettation, of 
more. 2 734 IS. th 
But the proper Fruit of Per oo | 
tion, and that which is the trueſt 
TAN and greateſt Pleaſure, and 533 
WH - richeſt Ingredient of Human 

1 pine(s in this Life, is Aran 
ND of the Parden-of Sin, 
Alva of the Diving! ena, 
Aſſurance 
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n 
Aſſurance of Immortality and end- T2 
leſs Ghry. 9 0 * ) \ 

{Tis — certain, that Chrif. 
tian Perfe&ion derives it ſelf from 
Heaven ; and that the Sed of it 
is the Grace of God; and yet both 
the Goſpel and the "Experience of 
the beſt Men teach us, that tis 
not only a Work of Time, but the 
Effet of much Labour, Selfdenial, 
Reſolution, and Conflancy : We 
mult exwatch and pray, contend and 
perſevere, and that long too, before 

we can attain it. 14 | 
The two general and 8 
ate Infiruments, as of Conver ſton, 
or Regeneration, ſo of Perfection 
9g. are the Coſpet and the Holy 
Spirit » We ought to galue the 
one ahove all Books, and to de- 
75 on the other as the beſt 
ü. 
[The natural Effect or Fruit of 


Meditation, Prayer, fraqueni- 
1. 1 the H e ; 


935 4 the yo hy Dicipine, by 


a, 
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STS 
which we may ſubdue the Pride of 
” the Heart, and reduce or cm- 
mind the Appetites of the Body, 
are the quickning and enlivening 
the Conſcience ; the fortifying and 
confirming our good Reſolutions ; 


and the raifrmg and keeping up an 
holy and Beageni/ Frame ot Spirit. 
6 [An Habit, or the conflant and 
eonſcientions Practice of Pirty 
and Virtue, gives a Man great 
Confidence towards God : It min- 
gles Foy and Pleafure in all his 
Addreſſes to Him ; it purifies and 
enlightens the Mind; and entitles 
him to more plentiful Meaſures of 
Grace, and higher Degrees of God's 
Favour here, and of Glory here- 


; mport ant, 


The great and moſt # 

the moſt wonderful and glorious 
Truths of the Goſpel, if duly 
conſidered, cannot but elt us, 
and that thoronghly; unlefs Sen- 
ſuumty, Pride, or Auarice, and 
that Infidelity from which they 


> 


(87) 
ſpring, and which t 
and moreaſe, have wee us bru- 
tiſhly Fupid, and impenetrable; 
wilfully af and blind, not only 
to 1heRemonſtrances of Zood Senfe 
and of Reaſon, but even to the 
| Word and Spirit of God. 1 
| {Human Perfertion confiſts in 
the ent and Accomp! by 
ment of the UnderRandine, F Witl, 
and ell uns. Illummation, is 
the Perfettton of the Underflanding 
Liberty, of the Witt; and Zeal, 156 
the Mett. 


tons. 
The Knowledge of our Duty, 
and of our Obligations toit, which 


is — ; ; the fubduing our 
s and Pa 


Laßt Mont, that we may 
be enabled to perform it, which is 


Liberty ; and not only a x free, but 
a wor” and vigorous Proſecution 
of our Duty, which is Zeal; are 
all neceſaryto conftitute that firm 
Habit of Righteoufneſs, which 
we call We Perfettion.. 
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088 deration of the beſt Man's 
pal Sins ;. of his Slips and Def 


God, muſt begin and compleat re- 
ligious Perfection: It mult accom. 
pany the Chriſtian in every Stage 
of his ſpiritual Progreſs; I muſt 
crown. all his Attions, and add 


Virtuss, which is. altogether ne- 
to God. 
N eee is a Hate of Know: 


Lage, conſiſting in the aboliſhing 
deprave and pervert our Afeftions, 


Reaſon; 


Empire and Authority 
thoſe Truths which purify the one, 


ET 
W yu 


and this in order to entitle, us to 


the Favour of God, and a bleſſed. 


Eternity. Log 


—— — — 4 * 1 
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\ [ Humility, founded at the 


ciencies in his beſt Hate; and of 
his continual Dependance upon 


that Beauty and Excellency, that 
Grace and Luſtre to all bs other 


celſſary to render them acceptable | 


relinquiſhing thoſe Errors which 
and undermine and ſapplant the | 
and in entertaining and embracing 


and reflore and ęſtabliſb the other; 


"x | 


\. Thoſe illminatingTruths which. WW It. 
we find in — 55 Scriptures, pu: WE 
entertain and delight us; and 
procure us a glorious Reward. 
791 he Knowledge of gur ſelve 
an intimate Acqugintance, with all 
our natural. Propen/ions. and In- 
firmittes, is no inconſiderable Part 
of Nusmi nation. 4 6 | teat: 90 
For we ſhall never adgreſs our 
ſelves heartily. to the Cure of a 
Diſeaſe, which we know not bi 
of z or to the rettißing any Ini 
nation, till we are thoroughly 
convinced, that tis irregular and 


aa „ ee ted 
- [There is no ſuch powerful An- 
_ tidate againſt Sin, nor Spur to Holy 
_ Induſtry, as Holy Pleafure, pious 
Joy, or ſpiritual Peace and Tran- 
quillity. This is a partaking of, 
and - anticipating the Powers of 
the World to come 
This iluminaring Knowled 
muſt be deeply rooted; the @ 


” 
on 


on en it ſtands well 


1%) i 
ronfiter'd 


and 5 Mi "that. it may be 


Pinion, or 
Be — . hy be! 7 inf and 


clear (for hp! and oni 


md in the Mind by ferivys, 

juent and devour Srudy and 
Contemplation It muſt be ren- 
dred powerfut and operarier; and 
by holy and long. ſeditation, in 
a Manner incorporated with. our 
Souls, and im nee our whole 
Lives. 
("This emimatien fets the whole 


Man, and the whole Life right ; 


it fixex our {fef7ions on their pro- 
per and natural Objet? ; an bY 


rects all our Af7ions to their true 
End; it is continually exciteng in 
, us roife Deſires, and excellent 


Purpoſes ; always alluring us to- 


wards our ſovereign Goud, and de- 
terring us from Sin and Death: It 


diſperſes all our Fears as well as 


. Errors; and creates an unſpeak- 
able Cum and 'Tranquiltity in 


© 4a 
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(or) 
the v So that a Min, who 
hath this Light within him, will 
never be at Re,, _—_ i be either 
extinguif0d of obeyed. 

[ Humility, Imparvialiny, or Shs: 
cerity, and a Thi ft after, or Love 
of Fus, are tons previ 
ou nevglſaty to Ilfumination. 
/iverattte\ from # State of 
Bondage and Wrath, the Prare of 
God, the Love of Jeſus the Frl. 
hwfbip of the Holy Ghoſt, the B- 
murrality of the Sol, the Reſur. 
rettion-of the Body, the Perfection 
and'Bleſſoatieſs of Eternity: Good 
God! What ſurpriſing, what 7. 

viſbing Themes are theſe, for the 
Thoughts of an vnlighrned' Soul” to 
dwell upon? 

He s the Waben of his 
Fudgment fefficiently, who guards 
his Reaſon againſt the Force of 
groundleſs Prepſefſions, and ſenſe- 
| leſs Modes and Cuſtomt; againſt 
the Lauts of the Body, and the 
Prejtigheos of Parties; who _ 
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w 
fing 7 1 Dorey for 
| 2 ck Pe and who judges 
W64, Times and Men, ere he 
pa we Deference. to Aut bority. 
In order to attain. this Ilumi- 
nation, We muſt Our ſelv es, 
with a great and ſenſible Concern, 
to the Study of the Truths of the 
Goſp . | We muſt ad conformably 
1 e Meaſures of 2 which 
we have already attain d; Ws 
85 pray for the M iſtance of God $ 
Grace, and his Holy Spirit. 
 Credulity, Precipitation, and 
Confidence, aro irreconcileable Ene- 
mies to Wiſdom: Los of the 
Truth, Diligence, Induſtry, Cure, 
and Devout Meditation, are its 
| beſt and greateſt Friends. , 
_ | [Chriſtian Liberty is our Sub- 
jettion to Reaſou enlightned by 
Revelation : It ſupps es and in- 
1 


cludes a clear unbia ed Zudgment, 
Lan 


and a Dorner, and Capacity: of 
atting towformably thereto: Tis 
the juſt and natural Dimes of | 
the Mind over the Body; neee 
our corrupt Afettions,- and deli 
vering us A as the S/avery and 
„ of Sin; E an! 33 
21 Ho "chit" 'onmirrerh, fan, "ſaith 
| n viii. 34. 1 
and, "he Son 


F e re 5] at 
know the'truth; and tht wid 5 
make you Wee," By the Spfyn aud 
the Doftrene of Chriſt receied 
and oboyed, we are reſcued from 
the SHredrule of Luft and 
and are ſettat / to chor 
Righteouftieſs.: St. Paul deſcribes 
the Bonwage of à Sinner, Rom vii! 
and the Liberty of a Saint, 1 
viti. And Nomi vis 210 he defori 
bur He r doing 


Chreſtzan —_— 
mad free riffs, 

od, 4 having 
our fruit unto kn, And 
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And a Man being now 
a e ee 1d r © 
Wer Nature, | is, mo 
new d{ffottdons, - raiſed and forti- 
fy'd by nero Principles, animated 
by a Divine Energy or d{/ifavce, 
and ſeeing all Op _ a $M 
. , Will Cas it is 
in Other Hah) ts) rt with Eaſe. and 
Pmaſure follow that Sper it, and 
obey thoſe Heclinne which now 
MR rule An hin: \f Sv —_ 
bleſſed ng 
an Loberty ane, d e,;great Hap- 
_ ef being delivered from Fin, 
Which is the greateſt Eeil: Li- 
lein, or Propenſity, and Jnclina- 
tian to all good Mor being thore- 
by. drought. into à near Relation to 
God, as being ts Servants, and 
his Children and the Aſufiance 
of the Inheritance of Eternal Life. 
Lin is founded in the Scbeer- 
fon of the N daſaciug 
the Beauty of Duman . it 
7 in enen | 8 
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| lien, and the 1 
nd POTEN E of the It 
10 it, mu certainly on | 
chuge 1 us from his Wie, and his 
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inal Curruption, 1 4 


7 55 vicious, 
1 hey pep 1 
and truly t 2 orks of our Na 


206 n. to e. 


Se 7 2 55 
7 * do Na 8g 5 
ae a dai 
Foto flor 10! \ 0 


* op 1 * * _— N 5 0 ＋ 
9 1 4 010 2.4 


171 „And the 
„ ae the three 
ies of Sources of till 
4% Mens in. 


ae Ah 2 Re 
| 1 1 5 
| 8 55 wh 


om th RE 
; e ig 


ava an ena 
4 f up. other Gods, 
r and die” 
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pd ac: in his 


bo kr the! le Phi 
the gte Vas.” 


ta e 125 an e fro hs Nathre 
or from" GPate, ap of 
1 aul 1: be eh 7 ih, 
[ Service of our SAC BAR 
Creator, and of our molt merciful 
Redeemer, To 
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Io ſerve God, is to hee what 
is infinitely \/onely-$1.t0 foilben the 
Conduct of infinite Wiſdom; to 
repoſe our Confidence in, or on 
that Being, whole. Goodneſs is ay 
boundleſs as his Pommer: Tis to 
purſue the great End of our Crea- 
tion, to ali conſonantly to the 
Dignity of our Natur Os , and to 
the Dictates of enlightned Reaſon: 
and to ſecure to our ſelves the ut- 
moſt Degree of endleſs Happineſs 
and Glory that. created Beings are 
capable af. tl: Jo Stati 04/46 
(Original Righteouſneſs conſi ſts 
in the due Subor dination of the 
Body to the Soul, and of the Soul 
to God: and original:'Corruption, 
which all Men ow n, ( how much 
ſoever its & uit or Sinfulneſs, and 
its Efefts in Eternity, are eontro- 
verted) conhſts in the Subeerſſon 
of this Order. The Cure of this 
Corruption then myſt conſiſt in the 
re-eſtabliſhing this due Snboratnan 
tion, This muſt be done by i. 
E miniſbing 
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eninifhing the Srengrh and Antho- 
rity of — Boay, and lay ing Re- 
Siraints upon its Aperitos hy all 
rational Methods; and by inereaſ- 
ing the Autbority of the Mind, 
| and {areas it; partly by the 
Lib of the Goſpel, and; the 
Grace of the Holy Spirit; and 
bi partly by — the Mind to 
retire, and to withdraw it ſelf, 
8 Lene from the Body. 
* The Preference given to the 
Corvi and Appetiros of 'the'Body, 
or to thoſe of the Mind, is the 
diſtinguiſhing ' Character which 
conſtitutes and demonſtrates Men 
either Holy or Wicked. 'T hey that 
are of the fleſh; do mind the things 
of the fleſh; and they that are of 
the ſpirit, the things of the ſpirit, * 
Rom. viii. 5. = 
[Tis the Vork of the Holy Spi- N 
rit to repair, in ſome Degree at 
leaſt, the Ruins of the Fall; to | 
rectify Nature, to improve our 
Pn — to e in us 


the 
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the divine Fnagr. Meditation, 
and Prayer, and a careful Con- 
formiry to the Divine Mill, are the 
proper Means to obtain and in- 
creaſe the Grace of the Spirit; 
Negligence and preſumptuousWick- 
ednet grieve and extinguiſh it. 
The Doftrmes of the Goſpel, if 
thoroughly e9bibed, can and will 
effectually raiſe us up above a 
State of Nature, and will free us 
from the Power and Prevalence 
of our original Corruption. 
This Conqueſt over our original 
Corruption, raiſes Man to the 
higheſt Pitch of Perfection, that 
our Nature is capable of: It makes 
him approach the neare/} that 
Mera der do, to the Life of 
Angels : It gives him an uninter- 
rupted ſir ante of Mind, and a 
\ perpetual Calm within. 
Jo miſtake a Nature contract- 
ed from falſs Principles, foolith 
Cuſtom, a careleſs Eadlutation, and 
Love of the World, for natural 
E 2 Gor - 
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il Corruption, and their own Faults 
for unazvidable; ones,.. is a fatal 
Error, which not only continues 
Men in their Vices, but gives them 
Peace in them too, to their Live- 
Tb much, %% than Habitual 
| Goodneſs may conſtitute @ Man in 
a State of Grace, yet nothing /e/s 
[ | can produce Perfeftion, or a con- 
| ſtant Aſſurance of eternal Happi- 


| neſs, . Which every Man ought to 
i  endeavoyr after all he can: And 


| to remember always, that his 
| Goodneſs ought. to conſiſt particu- 
| larly in an Habit of thoſe Virrues 
| to which he is by Nature the moſt 

A eee ee 
- [Sins of Infirmity, all agree, are 
ſuch Sins as are conſiſtent with 4 
State of Grace, and with the Fa- 
vour of God; from which the be? 
Men are never entirely freed in 
this Life, tho they be not im; 
1 puted to them, en 8 e ee 


1 


—— — 


n 
Theſe 2 s, Failings, ad the 
| Spots (even F God's Children, are 
diſtinguiſhed from ſuch Sin, which 
in Holy 'Scripture' generally de- 
2 — a deliberate wilful 7 ran 
greſſion of the Law of God, We 
that they are neither in great 
wa plain Inſtances; and alſo in 
that Say proceed from Tenorance, 
or Inadvertency, or Surprise, and 
the Frailty of our Nature. 
(However, every wiſe and good 
Man muſt often call himſelf to an 
Account for all ſuch his moral De- 
fefts and natural Tufirmities. He. 
mult 'wwarch, and ſtrive, and pray 
againſt them. He muſt take Care 
to ſettił in his Mind the Habits of 
the oppefate' Pirtues'; and to re- 
duce even his natural Apperites. 
within ſtrict and narrow Bounds: 
And after all, to wah off the 
Stains of his Slips, and Deficien- 
cies in his Duty, WF, a general. 
Repentance. M5 be 
mim ia 


£1" 1881 
| e e ee wilful Ku, is a 

deliberate Trangreſſion of aknawn 
Law of God, tending to the Di 
bouour of God; or to the jury 
| of our Neighboyy ;. or to the De- 
piravation and Defilement of our 


5 be Nen the wy. and 
indiſpenſible Properties of ſaving 
5 jultihhing Faith. The perfect = 
therefore muſt take Care to be 
free, not only from an Habit of 
any Sin, but alſo from ſngle Act 
of deliberate, preſumptuous Sins; 
one Act. of which may be equiza- 
Tent to an Habit of others, Such 
are Murder, Adultery, 1delatry, 
Perjury, &c. which cannot be 

| com- 


5 own Nature: And every ſuch Sin 
exceludes a Man from Heazen, and 
dom the Faebr of Gd. 
To be fee. from, the Domigien 
and Power of mortal Sin, is indiſ- 

| penſably neceſſary to Sincerity ; 
which is the firſt and loweſt Stop 
ot towards Salvation. 
f fUnieerſality, | Sincerity, _ and 
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committed, without implioitl 
leaſt rewuncing Chr it 1 fon 
all ſueh, a perfect Man abftatns 
with Bae, and with Pleaſure, 
with Con/lancy and Doelicgbli. 
The perfect Man — ever a 
due Regard to the End and De- 
ſign of the Law, viz. to the Per- 
feftian' of his own Nature, and to 
the Purity and Elevation of his 
" Soul ; and therefore he interprets 
the Prohibitions by a Spirit of 
Faith and Love. He enquires not 
how far he may enjoy even law- 
ful Satisfatiions in the natural 
Attions of the animal Life, and 
be ſaſe; but how far he may deny 
himſelf, and be wife. 
In order to obtain this glorious 
Liberty and Deliverance from tui - 
ful Gin, we muſt: be thoroughly 
convinced of the Certainty of the 
great Gaſpel.· Truths, viz. \ wh there 
is an holy and a juſt God, and 4 
Life to come; and Satoation- by 
Jeſus Chriſt to thoſe any who be- 
| E 4 liece, 
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bt FTHeoe, and beo, and obey him, Ge. 
Is muſt frequently and ſeriouſly 
ponder them, till they have! im- 
printed elear and diſtinct Ideas or 
Notices in our Mind. We muſt 
meditate on them till our Souls 
are poſſeſſed and filled with an 
ardent Love of God, of Jeſus, of 
Holineſs, and of Heuoen; till all 
our Deſires and Paſſuns are con-. 
verted into, and ſwallowed up by 
this Modes. and God be our Foy, 
and our Glory, the Refi and Center 
of our Sox/s. We mult: poſſeſs our 
Minds with a perfect Harrod, of 
all Sin; and particularly of that, 
to wh ich we are molt ſubject; and 
fortify them with a firm Raſolu- 
ion to conquer all Dificultios we 
may meet with in our Way to 
4/8 Holineſs, and true Happineſs, .. 
Wie muſt gſe all Means tocbtain 
Mi the Spirit of God; and to. increaſe 
} and cheriſh his enge. W'̃ ͤmuſt 
pray earneſtly, and meditate fre- 
Ul. Ty 3 "we mult not griccę the 
1 WE Holy 
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Holy Spirit by any wilful Sin, nor 
quench” it by Kecurity, or Negli- \ 
gener, or ſenſual Freedom... 

I yfruit ulnoſt under the means 
Grace, and in thoſe ſeveral Op- if 
portunities and Advantages wemay Wh 
hade of ſerwing God, and of doing 1 
go to Men, is a fata Error to 1 
thoſe many, who ſeemin to 28 | | þ 
zor grofs Immbrality or Wicked- 9 
nen. do yet fo lirthe' underſtand. 1 
the Chriffian Religion, as to pro- 
miſe themifelves not only Impunity, 
but an Hetven too, in an uſeleſs. 
add unprofitable Lie. W 

Dyfruitfulneſs .contiſts either in 
a Neglect of Duty, which is Lale. 
neſt, or in a Heleſt, careleſs, un 
n e bf it, w hich 
rv Ty C 2 0 Nabe. 
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' hath received the Grace of God, 
and the Gaſpel in vain: He bath 


KO! Lak Ty will be /but out. of 


of any 
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is he crimivual before God: 


ſe 71 no e Hirtuch or 4 
Agion, in ener ation; and 


Heaven, with tn Je {nao 
who hid his M Talent in a 
Napkin, 1 40% fl 4 
y „ habitual Omiſſion, and ge 
neral Neglect of Duty, defeats all 
the main Ends of Religion, which 
are, to honour God; to adorn our 
Holy Profeſſion, and ſave our oun 
Souls; and to promote the gaaa of 
human Society; all which can 
never be attained, but by follow- 
ing after Righteonſneſs, and by a- 
bounding in the Fruita of it. 
They, Who under the Pretence: 
ſecular Calling, ſuffer the: 
Cares of. this Life: to thruſt out: 


thoſe of axe, are Go ta 


= 


tier de to tho Mr. For Lilo is 
waſted and miſpent, if it makes 
not Proviſion for Brernity; and 
it 3 nitis vhether it be 
waſted in e; or rde 
after r üb; 15 
. [This unprofitable 1dieneſe is 0 
nat Cyntradicdion to Faith, Hope, 
and Charity; to Fear, Vigilance, 
Mortification, which are the great 
and indiſpen/ible Duties and Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion; 
and therefore PR it muſt be. 
a-damning Sin. It not only ter- 
minatos in Sin, bs hath its Be- 
ginning from it too, ig. From a 
bratiſh Stupidity, and affected I- 
nar andes; from Vanity and I 
from Senſuality, or ſome other 
prevailing : And as to its 
diſmal Eds, it robs Religion 
and the World of the Sroice due 
to both; it bereaves us of the 
Pleaſure of Life, which is fervin 
our God, and doing good, a 


4 the Comfort Death, en 
ſends 
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ſends us . \&' a miſerable E- 
"rernity. : Nes MAR Ella 
Every Man therafope ſhould lay 
10 Heart, that a Stare of Idleneſs, 
is- State. of damnable Sin; as 
being directly oppoſite and repup-. 
_ nant to the great Ends of God, 
both in our — and in our 


Redemption. "Tis an unworthy: 
baſe Return to the Favur of God, 


in making us reaſonable Creatures, 
and ſo capable ot knowing, ſero- 
ing Him, and doing good; and to 
the Bod of his Son ſhed for that 
very purpoſe, ci. To purify to. 
himſelf 'a peculiar people, Sealous 
of good works, which God had or- 
wt that they ſhould walk in, 
Ti. v. 16. Epb. zi, 10 7 
[Formality, or Lukrwarmneſs, 
that is, a too porfuuctory Perfor- 
mance of Duty, is the Sin, and 
will at the lait Day be the On- 
aenmaticn of thoſe, who make a 
fair: Sum of Religion, and yet. 
have n inmard Hiritual Life. 
Thoul They 


4 
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external Duties of Religion, but 
with /o little Reliſh, | ſo much In- 
difference, Unconcern, | and Cold- 
neſs, that they are neither accept - 


able to God, nor uſeful to them- 


ſalnesliunlhs bh iaoerct tg tt W 
To take no Pleaſurs in the things 
of God to have no Deſtens ſuit · 
able to the Excellency and Dig-. 
nity of our Nature, to the Jſoli- 
ſt of our Profeſſion, and to the 


great Obligations: we have to God, 


and to our Bleſſed Redeemer; to 
have no Hunger and Thirſt after 
the Kingdom and Righteouſneſs o 
God; to make no Progreſs to- 
wards our great Eud; to have 
little or no Concern for the Honour 
of God, and for the Good of our 
Brethren, are but too plain Fey. 
dences of a corrupt and blind Meart, 
and of our being in a Hate ef Car- 
nality and Death; tho our er- 
na Performances: of any of i the: 
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They generally do obferve the 
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| Durier of Religion be ever ſo 


( 


7 and ever fo frog! N 


tend to enlighten the Mind, to 
purify the Hearr, to increafo our 


oonfirm our Hope';: And where we 
find not theſe Nhocts in them, we 
may conclude they are not diſ- 
charg'd with that Life, Sincerity, 


and App 
bags ro we bught to 

[Chriſtian Meekneſs and Humi- 
hoy, Paverty ef 
mindednefs, Self-denial, and Mor- 
tification, are fo far from being 
vile in the Lipos ef many, who 


Reli gion, that they 
t the very Not ion of them. And 


Pride of Eife, getting and enjoy- 
ing as much of this 


making as great 4 Figure i in it, 
as they n can, is the great, 


hearing and reading 
the Word of God; Gr. — 5 


Love, ſtrengthen our Faith, and 


lication of our Souls, with 
perform them. 


writ, Heavenly- 


pretend to have ſome Regard for 
ſeem to have 


the Taft of the Eyes, and the. 
orld, ' and 


(rx) 


if not the only Buſineſs of many 
of their Lives, who profeſs ta lie: 
a er cy ER 
und ir Hope, » CREW; reajre,. | 
and their Portion in Heaven, not 
on Seth ln 
the Eyes,, and the Pride of Life, 
or Gevetpuſnefs, and Jain glory, am 
eager Deſire of, and Puiſuit after: 
Ricbes, or ſeeular Pomps and 
Greatneſs, (which arc that Lowe: 
of the Warld, which is forbidden, 
1. John ii. 15, 16. are Names af 
Bar nilis Hints; yet. thoſe wha are 
moſt guilty of them, ſcarce Brom 
what the Things: 9 
or 'n I hey do net cenfider;;. 
that not only. all plainly /onful 
Gratsfigatsons of their carnal and 
worlaly, Ruſts and Deſires, but tho 
uus ſetting their Affection on 
Tings on xhe Barth making them 
their thick, Buſneſo-and their: Mn 
Panels; ode king them with 
that: [plication and Deferance; : 
nt which 
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; which are due tothe Kingdom and 
Righteoulnefs of God; are wholly 
incomſiſtent with that Pocerty of 
18 ri, with that Purity of Heart, 
bo with that Spirituality, and Hea- 
bl oenly-mindedneſs, and with that 
l' predominant Loc of God, and of 
14 ane Blefled Redeemer,” which dre 
ti the apparent Dian! and End, 
and the great: L-{ony; and molt” 
expreſs Pretepr of the Holy Goſ- 
pel. And St. John aſſures us, that 
” any man (thus) he the wr ld, 
and the things that © art "the 
wor la the .. of th Father" by 
nut in bim. | 
17 ne Cürs of — fatal Sit f | 
Lakewartmeſs'- and Fiymaltty,” 
which fruftrater the Eray of the 
Geſpel, and of the Ypiyvr.” and in. 
tireiy dcfears the great Nefion of: 
the Chriſtian Religion, eentiſls in 
farming juſt and core Nov; anf 
Viriuc and of es And ef "the! 
great Durios and Mobiees we 
tho Soripture- aequaints un irh 


(W40GH * 
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in ng and — our 
Faith, and our and our 
Loe to God; and in perfebiing 
and com plating the en 
of our Lives. 
- [ They, who upon an 0 
Examination by the! foregoing 
Marks, find themſelves in a ike- 
arm Laodicean Stare, ought 
ſadly and timeſy to contider, that 
if their Chriflianity be ſuch, that 
it neither truly ſeta them free from 
their Bandage to the World and 
the Fleſh; nor enriches their Sault 
with true and folid 7irtue; if it 
neither promotes the Honour: of | 
God, at leaſt by a Chriſtian Life, 
nor the Gon of Man in their 
Station and Capacity; it muſt 
unavoidably fell, that Aocing 
no true Title to God's Favour, nor 
any rational Ground on which to 
build an Murance of it, they can 
reap no true Cumſort or Pleafure 
from Religion here, nor any: Re: 
_ from. it hereafter; and their 


Ti ormgnt 


14100 
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Torment in Hell will hace this pe- 
culiar; 4ggrazation' above all o- 
thers, that they ſell into it fromthe 
Haper (falſe dent and-ground- 
leſs) they once had of Hrauen. 
i” | Zeal is Love in the utmoſt E- 
aon and Vivacity that it is 
eapable of; by it Suman Nature 
is raiſed. to the higheſt Degree of 
Perfection, hy the Pour God's 
Word, the Energy of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, and the 7 Auer Faith, 
and Love, and Hope. 
ws, — — Reſa of Hu. 
mination, or Clearneſs f Jadg. 
ment, of the Strength and Force 
of Holy Reſolution, and the Vigor 
of holy Pafſions : is that folid 
ſpiritual operative Religion, which 
may be jet by our ſelves in the 
Tr aneuillieg of Conſcience; pious: 
Deſires, and a rational Aſſurance; 
and may be diſcern'd by the World 
in dur Lees. and Actions; it will 
c it . in. our Humility, Pu- 
rity, 


8 


— 


( 115 ) 
rity, 


Deut ion, r 2 


God of thoſe under our. on 
and in the Aftjeity. and Genprobty 
of an univerſal. Charii . 
A State of | Zeal; in wwe Tan- 
guage of St. Paul, 1 Theſſ. i. 3. 
is that Porfettion. or Maturity. ok 
— Hilineſs, which. abounds. in the 
Work of Hatch, in th Labour of 
Lave, and in the Patience of Hope: 
in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, iu ibe 
Sight of God, and gur Father : In 
a Wes Zgal.is nothing elſd, but 
the Lope Ged made pere in 
us, or an ardent pehement, Defire 
to advance the Glory of God by. 
our perſonal inherent. Holineſs, 
＋ by the Fr 
Le parts e we nd. 

is not, only ſet e from tbe bs 
minton of all Sin, but he carefully: 
and conſtantly; abftains from any 
fingle At. vg knows, delibherate, 
prcſuunptuous Wickodna(s," He muſt 
_ mig. vents any Dux, 


nor 


I 


1 755 it, good Mor. 
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nor deliberate y commir any 
| nant Wie He 00 ex 
e Pirtnes which "Grace aA 
Hoy moſt | powerfully difpoſe 
and incline him to; and def which 
he ſeems to be deſign by God, 
to be an Example to Teide He 
muſt” bo eminent alſo in thoſe Vir. 
tur which are more neceſſary, and 
FPeoeculiar to his particular Calling 
bi or Station; or which any other 
Diſpenſation of Providence he is 
under requires bf him. He muſt 
be trul groat in his on proper 
_ Buſineſs aud Affair, and pin, 
with a rr Tale in his own. 
Sphere: 10 Nat 
[The perfoli Man muſt” aber 
abound in thoſe univerfal indiſpen- 
ſable Grates of the Goſpel,” Faith, 
Hope,” Love, dun Sho ay 7 which 
effectually erat Man above bim- 
alf. and above the World; which 
inflame him with an ardent Feal. 
for the Honour of God, and for 
ORE of Men; and thus enib/r 
him 


my 


co. #4 44) 9 $4 424 4.4 4 
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which he meets with in profecuting 
his great and 9 47 
cleave to God with all his Soul; 
and taal as always before him; 
be will very often. meditate on 
Him, and on his Works; and he 
will contrive, and ffudy, and ina. 
hour to pleaſe him. All things 
will appear to him empty and 
contemprible in Compariſon with 
God; and conſequently he will 
ſo thin after the Preſence and 
Fruition of God in Heaven, that 
he will earneſtly deſire to be diſ- 
ſolv'd, and diſmiſſed from the cor- 
ruptible Tabernacle of his Body. 
[As Virtue is the Perfection of 
Human Liſe, ſo is Action the Per- 
fection of Virtus; and Zeal is the 
nobleſt Principle and Perfection of 
virtuous Actions. ; Now fuch a 
Zeal, which is rai in all good 
Works, is indiſpenſably necęlſary 
to our own Security and Happs 
nets; 


a. 1 * 4 : 
— 4. 9 
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him to front all the Diffenttier, 
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to the 'Wefare and Good of our 
Neighhbur; and to our pre printing 
the. Glory of Gd. 
The prrfef? Man, whatever his 
private Charities are, looks upon 
it as his indiſpenſuble Duty to 
make his Light uh tb ſhine before 
Men, that They tn ' ſe& his good 
Works,” and glorify his Father, 
Matt. v. 16. in all publict Contri- 
butions for the Relief of Chriſt's 
poor 1 Member; or ine 
omoting any publick Deſign, a 
French agile to the 5 
his Maſter, and to the 4 
Good of Mankind. 
And Experience hath ſhewn, 
that the concerred ſhining Erarn- 
ample of a few thinking Perſbur, by 
an unuſual Tikerdltey, hath raiſe 
a publick Collettion in a Pariſh to 
more than four Times what it 
would otherwiſe probably have 
amounted to: which exemplary 
Charity redounds as well to the 
ae of the Grace of God, and 


to 


(rg) 
tothe. greater Benefir of the/prus 
dent and prows Donors, as it ap- 
parently doth to the more !bounts> 
ful Relief, und greater Comfort: of 
thoſe indigent diſtreſſed A 
of our Lord who receive it. 
As a Happy Ezernity depends 
upon our Seu, fo nothing elſe 
can gice ut any comfortable, any 
rational — of it in this 192 
The Reaſon is plain, becauſe tis 
Zeal that is the only unqueſtion- 
able Proof of our Juregrity; and 
good Works are the Nuit which 
alone can evidence the Life and 
Truth of our Faith and Love; 
Hiereby woe Enoto that weknow him, 
f a keep ibis Nh oy 
ü John ii. g0% 514 
Certainly if we love Hon, if 
wo Hunger * thirſt after Righte- 
onſneſs, we Thall never live in a 
direct Contradifiion to the ſtrong- 
eſt Paſſions of our Soul; we ſhall 
never refuſe to gratify an Juclina- 
Ton, which is not only fervent in 


us, 


* (6120) 
mm, hut its Gratification will pro. 
cure us eternal Rewards too. 
Certainly, if we he Gdd, we 
cannot but ſee bir Gre; we 
cannot but be defirous to maintain 
Communion with him. And if ſo, 
do we know any & 
acteptable to God than good 

— Do we know any that he 
wy we" in more than Zeal ? | 
To Euote, and to love God, is 
our Wiſdom ;'to depend upon Him 
dur Happineſs and our Security; 
to ſeroe.and worſhip Him, our 
Penfection and Liberty; to enjoy 
Him will be our Heaven ; and 
thoſe Cumpſer of his Preſence, 
which we are vouchſafed thro the 
irit in this Life, are the Pledges 


and Furetuſte of . . 
He who doth not aud Rage 


full of Plhafure, who doth not 

in God, and rejoice in our 
| Lord Jeſus he who is not | filled 
with an humble 4/urance of the 


Divine Favour, and a joyful Ex- 


Pe ation 


that is 


Lin 


ran) 
peltationof Immortality and Glory, 
doth yet want ſomething; he is 
yet defeftive with Reſpect either 
to the Brie htneſs of Liumination, 
the "Ablolureneſs of La | 
the Ardour of Love. 

Retirement, which is the Pri- 
{on and Puniſhment of the Fvol, or 

the eating Man, is the Paradice 
of the 775 ſe, or the 7. Eunking and 
the good: Man. 

[It we entirely depend upon 
ga for our Happineſs, we ſhall 
be paſſionately deſfrous of his Pre- 
ſence, of his Grace and Favour ; 
we ſhall dreſs and prepare our 
_ Souls; we ſhall awaken and %% 
poſe. all our Faculties to receive 
him; we ſhall ever 4% the Things 
which may incite and prevail with 
Him to abide with us; we ſhall 
be . apprehenſroe of his forſaking 
us, as the greateſt Evil that can 
befal us. 

He who ſets up to himſelf for 
his witimate Aw an empty and 

un- 


LU 


luntcertain Good, inſtead of a folid 
and 4:zrnal One, mait needs be as 
miſerably Aeludau and diſu 0 


aeg, as he muſt be, who /efs 4p 

1 himſelf a falſe Gua, tend of 
| the true; or goes about to ond 

bt; Himſelf to the true God, by a 

(|| falſe and ſaperſiirions Worſhip. 

198 [Whoever will be perfef? or 

happy, muſt never hin that 


Strength and /igaur of our Afec- 
#ions ; or that the Bent and Vi- 
gour of our Sur, can be pointed 
towards God, and 3 the Air of 
| | dur Deportment verſation 
be earthly, , ſenſual and vain, con- 
formed even to a Pagan Pride, 
and Shew of Life. He muſt hook 
upon Himſelf as a Stranger, and 
Pilgrim in this World ; and upon 
| the beft Things in it, not as In- 
© gredients of our | Happineſs, but 
only as Inſtruments of Virtue; 
Mort Repaſts, or Refreſhments 


in our Journey. 
lone 


| Religion can ſubſſt without the 
| 


— IT 


od 
65 On e chief / Reaſon why"thoſe 
glorious and wonderful Objetts, 
God, 4 Judgment to come, Ha- 
den and Hell, do firike us ſo fee- 
My, and operate 10 little, is, be- 
cauſe we have generally no Ive 
ly, diſtinct and clear Conception of 
them: It being otherwiſe. impoſſi- 
ble, that Things in their own Na- 
ture dreadful, and amazing, ſhould 
excite in us no Fear; or that 
Tbings in their own Nature \inf#- 
nitely amiable, ſhould enkindle in 
us no Paſſion, o Defrre. * 
LY can render the moſt 
important Truths powerful and 
toe in us, but ſuch a Dige/+ 
ion of them, by ſerious and de- 
vout Meditation, as may in 2 
Manner incorporate them with us. 
The Grace of God, if it be 
complied with, and obeyed, while 
it renders us more {ike God, ren- 
ders us more gear to him too ; 
And one Favour, if it be not our 
"#8 own 
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own Fault, "qualities" Up * aus- 


456 0 | 
To de perpetually puny at 
one's own Folly ; to commit thoſe 
Things Which 'we inwardly con- 
demn, and be in continual Pain, 
leſt they ſhould come to Light : 


To be always di/plenſed at one's 


ſelf, and r. not only of the 
Refteftions of others, "I of our 
own, this is, methinks, ' a great 
Boil, did no other attend our 


In. 
But Fear i is in all, but delpe e- 


rately-mad Fools, and Brutes, in- 


ſeparably joined with @nr/; And 
Guilt not only dump the Chear- 
fulneſs of the Mind, and deſtroys 
that Confidence Man would other- 
wiſe naturally have in God; but 
alſo makes him live in perpetual 
horrible Dread of Death, and 
everlaſting Puniſhment. 
This is The bleſſed Ade aur age of 


At beiſts, Keptichs, and of all 


hardned impenitent Sinners, to 
ſtand 


: on 
tand upon the Brink of Damnats 
tion! is a glorious Victory to 
have defeated all the Means of 
Grace” and Happineſs !. "Tis an 
heroick | Atchievement, to be able 
to extinguiſh all trus Senſe and 
Reaſon,” as well as Religion; and 
to become impregnable, and i im- 


penetrable to all Arguments, to 


all AMotives, which: either the 
tendereſt Love, or the profoundeſt 
Miſdom of God and Man can at- 
tack us by ! 
To love aotbirdy bettek thari 
God; nothing eu to Him, con- 
ſtitutes us in a Kate of Sincerity, 


and ſo of Salvation too. We are 


farther required to aim at, and 
ſue after the higheſt and molt 
perfect Degrees of Love; but we 
are not bound, under Pain * 
Damnation, to attain them. 


and Strength enough toferbear all 
deliberate wilful din; and = 
not but that mam do ſo. 


— + 
Une 


The perfect Man hath Gru 
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F 
the moſt perfect Men are never 
utteriy exempt from Defetts, Fail. 
ings, and Humane [nfirmittes. 
[He who geſires to be perfect, 
will avoid all Jcquainrauce which 
infet?s us with Vanity and Light- 
neſs of Spirit, which//hews us no- 
thing but a gaudy Outſide, and a 
frothy Sou; whoſe le binds 
Men in Civility to be. fooliſh ; and 
makes Confraence, and Vice, and 
 Miſpence of Time, a Faſhion. 
[The Love of God, is the no- 
bleſt Fruit of Hlumination and 
Faith ; the true Source and Pa- 
rent of Foy and Peace. This 
Loe is the moſt pregnant Seed of 
a Divine Life; It is the Principle 
that animates, moves,and informs 
the whole Body of Righteouſneſs. 
Love is the Bond of Union, and 
Communion with the Father, and 
tis Son Feſus, through the Spirit. 
[The Indications of an inordi- 
nate, too: paſſionate Love of the 
World, are, too much Concern = | 
*. 15 5 2 


6127) 
the Pomp and the Shew' of Life; 
too much Exatineſs in the Modes 
and Cuſtom of it; too quick a 
Senſe of Honour and Reputation, 
of  Pre-eminence and Praiſæe; too 
much Diverſion, or Study of Eaſe 
and Piraſure ; too much Haſta, 
and too much Judyſiry, to grow 
rich or great; and in ſhort, a 
more apparent Care and Dili 
gence, and viſible earneſt Appli- 
cation to the Things of this World, 
than to thoſe of the Morld to 
Now, tho' ſuch an indiſcreet 
fond Lore of the World may poſ- 
ſibly, neither for the Matter, nor 
the Degree of it, be great and 
criminal enough to deſtroy our 
Sincerity, and ſo all Hopes of Sal- 
vation; yet it is undoubtedly 
ſiroug enough to abate our Figour, 
and ſo to hjnder our Perfection, 
and bereave us of many Degrees 
both of true and ſolid Pleaſure 
here, and of Gl hereafter. 
K-44; 
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: [Tis Zeal, and Zea/ alone, that 


can make Religion appear lovely 


and delightful, and reconcile the 


World to it; This alone can a- 
dorn the Goſpel; for it renders 


Virtus more conſpicuous, more 
taking in Life and Example, than 
it dan be in the Preceprs and De- 
ſcriptions of Words.  _ 

Ihe only Way to captivatethe 
Mind entirely to the Love and 


Service of Religion and Virtue is, 


to conſider frequently and ſeriouſ- 
ly the Rewards of Perfection, 


and that Increaſe of Happineſs, 


and Pleafure, which will attend 


it in another Life. And certain- 


ly every Man, who is wiſe enough 


to /ove his God, and his immortal 


Soul, fo as be onght to do, cannot 
but hu upon it, as the great and 
proper Buſineſs of this ſhort Life, 
to ſecure to himſelf, through the 
Mercies of God in Jeſus Chriſt, 


and by a conflant Care to obey 
and pleaſe him in all Things, all 


the 


* ae) 
the utmoſt Degrees of Happineſs, 
which he is capable of attaining 
to, in that Le which will never 
] race, in the Holy Scripture, 
ſignifes, 1/4, God's undeſerved 
Loe and Favour to Mankind, 
which firſt moved him to create, 
and then to redeem the World. 
2aly, The gracious Effects of that 
Love and Favour, the Gifts flow- 
ing from'it, .or: that diome. Prin- 
ciple infuſed. into our Souls by 
God's good Spirit, raiſing. us up 
from the Death of Bin to the 
Lite of Righteouſneſs ; that Par- 
tictipation of the Divine Nature, 
by which we are made conforma- 
ble to the Divine Vill; Gratig 
dans, & Gratia dat. 
[Faith is a deep and a full Per- 
ſuaſion of; and à real cordial 4( 
ſent to all Truth revealed in 
* Scripture, . upon Accoum that tis 
the Word of an infinitely wiſe 
and god God, who can- neither 
W F 11.1 "IR 


unn 


e 
| eee _ 
be Subſtance of Things huped for, 

una the Evidence of Tr not 
-ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. that is, tis fuch 
-a firm Belief as doth give 4 pre- 
fent Exiftence to Things yet to 
come, and by repreſenting diſtant 
Futurities in as lively a Manner 
to the enlightned Mind, as if 
they were before the bodily Eye, 
| gives them the fame Power to 
If excite in us workings ſuitable to 
fuch important Diſcoveries, as if 
| what we are fully per/uaded cer- 
Is tainly mf be, actually were in 
1 being, and now preſent in our 
WWW 
This ſaring 
1 our Hopes and Fears, the great 
I. Springs of all humane Actions, 
tl Areuments of ſuch infinite Mo- 
man,, as duly atrenzed to, muſt, 
by a kind of moral Neceſſiry, ſet 
all our Endeavonrs at Work, to 
ii the producing ſuch an Obedience 
Ma . * " believed 


Faith prefents to 
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believed in and obeyed, will gracl- 
oully accept and crown with ever- 
laſting Lie. Thus ate we ſaved 
through Faith by Grace. 

[Where Faith really is, it nil 
cafrs out Devils ; viz. " 29 
and evil Spirit that ſſes 
Man, the Spirit of Bye Pride, 
Malice, Revenge, Uncleanneſs, 
Covetouſaefs, Worldly-minded- 
neſs, Ge. 

To difregard God" $ Promiſes of 
a future Reward; is as great an 
AfFFont to the Divine Majeſty, as 
to diſobey his Commands as on 
the other Hand, to believer and 
embrace what be bath 3 
is as high an A of Religion, as 
1% ao what he hath en 

¶ God Butb an equal undoubted 
"Right over our Underflanding; as 
well as oyer our Vi: And we 
are as much obliged to believe the 
Word of God, tho". with Reluc- 
to our Underſtand ing; as 


I Up to obey Wn 


In 


pl "a x32 5 
n with Repugnancy to our 
i 

„ne, 1 4 rejefled by ill 
Men, not becauſe the Objetis of 

our Faith in it are too obſcure, 
but becauſe. the Obligations to 
Holineſs, are to plain. Nay, 
| there is nothing in the World that 
s believed, the Belief of which 
is not founded upon leſs ſatiiſying 
Eraunds than thoſe on which our 

moſt Holy Faith is built. 
| | We may pus our ſelves. out of 
the Reach of being. diſturbed. by 
any Things, ſave thoſe only, 
which belong to our true Peace ar 
everlaſting Happineſs, by rightly 
Judging nothing on this fade Hea- 
ven conſiderabis enough to mak 
us forfeit. for it our O niet which 

is the moſt ee fowl of Hu- 


man Life, 


bop upon then live always 
wiſbing that there is, or were, Ne 


1 fhall be any Fudgmens? 


a a 
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and yet to be in perpetual Doubt 
and horrible Dread, that the 
one ſurely ic, and that the other 
as certainly muſt, and toil] be. 
[Whoever continues in any one 
known and wilful Sin, has made 
a wide Step towards his departing 
from the living God: he doth at 
leaſt ſay in 1 Heart, in his 
Wilkes, (whether he' be od of 
it, or no] there is 9 Gd. To how 
great a Degree of Atheiſm then, 
may a Man be SORTS, before 
he ry it 2 

rig God allows. us all the 
4 Defires of Nature, and 
forbids us only what is, unreaſon- 
able: and unneceſſary, He that 
aol after the Happineſs of a fu- 
ture Life, doth not Joſe any of 
the real Conveniencies of this: 
But be, who places all his Hap- 
pineſs here, cannot ind it in this 
World, and is ſüßs te be mera. 


dies gh ge, ede fy! 1 2 þ ASL al 
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To the fincere Chriſtian, every 
Aeon is a Preventive of Sin, a 


Correftive of Corruption, an Ber | 


erciſe of Grace, à C to 
Chriſt, an Eeidence o his King 
a Son. of God, an Aſſurance of 
his Father's Love, and a Prepa- 
rative for Heaven He having 
Rill, thoſe Foys befbre him, in 
Which all his Srrotet ſhall end. 


[The Holy Spirit zllaminates 


the Underſtanding of all that be- 
lieve, that th nay ſee and em- 
brace the Truth; and renews 


their Will, and makes it inclina - 
Me to the Will of Ged. And 
without this Regeneration or Re- 
novation, both of the Under/iand- 


ing and the Vill, it is impotſible 


to have a fünctifying 0 Javing 


Faith. 
The Holy Spirit regenerntes us 


at our Baptiſm, and then rakes 


p his Dwelling in us: But if we 
grieve and cbaſt Him away by 


thoſe Sins, which the S ie of 


olineſs 


| 


, 
Holineſs and Purity cannot en- 
dure to dwell with, he will leave 
us; and wicked and impure 


rits will then take Poſſeſſion of 
ehh x 
[To af contrary to a Man's 
eternal Interef}, tho it were to 
gain the whole Forld, at the 
Loſs of his Saul, is to att againſt: 
natural Reaſon, as well as againſt. 
revealed Religion, and to contra- 
dict Nature, as well as to defy 
As there is no Friend or Deli- 
verer like God, and no Comfort: 
like Hope in Him ; fo there is no 
Way to make an Intergſt in Him, 
like confiarng in, and depending 
upon Him. To diſtruſt Him, is 
the Way to loſe Him, and toge- 
ther with Him, all our Happineſs 
and good'Succefs. ' And we then 
diſtrus Him moſt apparently, 
when we ' uſe any Meant not al- 
lowed. by his £aws to compaſß 
any Deng we have, . 


1 


0 136 ) 
[The Miniſters of the Goſpel 
__ not repine to meet with the 
ſame Uſage as their great Maſter 
did. They muſt rather account 
it as an Hinour to their Perſons, 
to be deſpiſed fer their Maſter's 
Sake; ſo to their Funi7ion, that 
they who would poi, them of 
their Orders, are the 4h 3 who 
would rob-Chriſt of his Divinity. 
WMWe preſume not to ſet Limits 
to the extraordinary, uncovenant- 
ed Mercies of God, in the Caſcof 
thoſe, who pretend. not to a Suc- 
ceſſion of their Miniſters from the 
- Apoſtles by. Epiſcopal Ordination; 
whether they are within or with- 
out the Church, we judge not; 
tho' indeed the ancient Fathers 
do, and that on the condemning 
Side: We know that God s Mer- 
cy and Grace can ſupply all cano- 
nical Defects, wherever there is 
true Faith and good Works. . But 
this we are ford of,, that the Pri- 
eilger of | being. withiw Chriſt's 
| ey 
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Holy .Catholick Church, which 
only hath a Rzght, and Claim to 
the - Promiſes of the Coſpel, are 
ineſtimable; or elſe they had not 
been purchaſed for us, at ſo dear 
a Rate as the moſt precions Blood 
of the Eternal Son of God, and 
made good and conveyed'to us by 
the Holy Spirit. of God, 
¶ Knowledge: and Love are the 
molt proper and the noble Ats 
of thoſe our moſt noble and come 
manding Facaities, the Under- 
ftanding and the Mill, which dif- 
tinguiſh the reaſonable Sou/ from 
that of the Brutes which periſn; 
and the one of theſe hath Truth, 
and the other Goodneſs, for its 
proper Object: Now. God being 
original Truth, in ſo eminent a 
Manner, that nothing elſe is true 
but as it is conformable to the pri- 
mitive Ideas which are ever pre- 
ſent in his | eternal. Mind; and 
Goodneſs ſoeſſential and abſolute, 
that nothing beſides is good, 1 
a by. 
A | 
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our "Dnderſtandi 


00 138 75 
ipation of that 'Goodneſi 


by Partic 


| which is ever ſtreaming forth from 


his inexhauſtible Hulneſs; it un- 
avoidably follows; That to 5 5 
God, is * hignen Bun ine of 
; and to ce 
im, is the utmoſt Porfettion of 
"our Will. 8 

Obedience to God's 'Comman d- 


qglonts; is the Por ſact ian both of 


the Knoewledgo. and of the Love 


of God; tis the Cenmre to which 


they both. rend, and in which 
they both do mer St. Jobm looks 
upon ehem as all ons. He that 


feith I Tore Hive, and: beeperbuit 


Bis | Commandments, is a Dar. 
But *ohoſo keepeth bis Words, in 


um veriſy is * Tony God er 
"fefted, 1 John ii. 4, 


175 


By that Kirrolodpe which God 
is pleaſed to communicate tous of 


Himſelf, He comes into our Snus, 


and gives Himſelf” to us and 


make e our r ſelves 555 and Sou 
4 5 Klees 
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that Love which we bear to Him. 
[[The Loe of God, as He is 
the chiefeſt Gvod, is a Deſire of 
Union with Him, and of enjoying 
the Divine Goodnefs ; but the 
Love of God, conſidered as He 


his Commandments. God, confi- 


dered in the firſt Reſpect, is loved 
, and unavoidably ; Tis. 


neceſſariſy 
not poſh 
hb the Higheſt Goodgcon(idered' 
as Good, But God, as a Laws 
gicer, commanding Things un- 

grateful to Fleſh and Blood, and 


promiſing Eternal Rewards to 


our Obedience, is then ved not 
with a neceſſury, but with a vo- 


luntary and free Love. Now as 
Things zecefſary; are not the pro - 


per Subject of a Command; fo 


when the Love of God is com- 
manded in the Old and New Teſta- 


ment, it always imports, an ac- 


tual Per fur mancs of all God's Ho- 
| . The 


ly Laws. | 


mmm 


is a Larzwgiver, is the keeping of 


ble to deſpiſe or not to 


4 4 oo a e+e. r 
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The bare Cbntempfation of the 
inſinite and eſſential Perfection: 

| of God, diſplayed in a moſt lively 
| and: affecting Manner, through; 
1 out the Hay Scriptures, cannot 
= chooſe but papiþ and fill a ratio- 
nl | nal Mind with inexpreſſible De- 
ut, and Pleaſure, and Aumira- 
en; and anfſame it with an un; 
enxtinguiſhable Loe. But when 
J the Lye of God is commanded 
in Holy Writ, as an /ndi/pen/able 
Dam, in pich all Befievers, even 
thoſe of the meant Capacity, 

are alike concerned, it imports pri- 
(4 marily and chiefly. a ſettled Reſo- 
i FY lution. and oonſtant Endeavour to 
LRkeep all. God's Commandments. 
1 [ Thefe: pla 


in - Scriptures : He 
that bath my Commandments, and 
 keepeth them; as ſaith our Lord, 
i Fohn xiv. 21. he it is that heil 
I | me. And this is the Love of God, 
Is | that we keep bis Commanaments, 
'F 1. John v. 3. may give great Con- 
1 ſolation and Peace of Mind to e- 
n very 


ml 
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very true; fare; ſober; unde 


dient Chriſtian, tho he finds not 
in his Soul ſuch Emotion and 
Flights, ſuch Raptures and Ex- 
tafies as ſome fanciful People pre 

tend to, and ſome myftical Wri- 

ters would make the Love of God 
to conſeſt in. If he is conscious to 
himſelf, that the general Iaclina- 
tion, and habitual Tendency of 
his Heart, is to keep God's Coun, 


mandments ; and if he fands the 
conſtant Merſion of his Soul to 


the leaſt iu Breach of his 
Law, he may from (God's own 
Mora, aflure himſelf, that he both 
bers God, and that boo 15 beſoved 
by Him. Our Blefſed Lord was 
pleaſed to demonſtrate the moſt 
perfeft Love of God that ever was 
on Earth by. his Obedience ; That 
the Wirld may know that I love 
the Father, as the Father 
Me Commandment, even fo do J. 


John xiv. zr. 
{ Love 


nv - 
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Love being a Dare of Union 
with the Object behαν,j; ; towards 
that End always naturally ee 
ces. a Defere of Likeneſs, and 
Conformity to that Parfeftion 
with which it is enamour d, and 
a S&utdy of Imitation. It is mani- 
feſt Deceit therefore, and down- 


5 right Hypocriſy, to pretend to the 
Love 


of God, without an earneſt 
Endeavonr to be lite Him. And 


this none can be, but by adjufting 


his whole Life to thoſe moſt Ho- 
ly. Laws of God, which are not 


. ſo much the arbitrary Declaration: 


of his Will, as a See of hi 


eflential Goode and Halineſs, the 


by Image and Refleftion of his Di- 


vine Nature. 
As the Perfeftion of Lone it 


| Obedience, ſo nn — 
ed by Loans. 


is this which 


muſt give Life and Spirit to all 

our Performances, | 

This holy prevailing Love, 

will make all our Obedience br 
Go 


8 
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God Hintere, directing us to the 
true End we ought to propoſe, in 
all good Aion, viz. to pleaſe 
_— to glorify God: Unicerſel 
and. a" lince the ſame Ma- 
jelly 98 jolated, the ſame Good- 
TERS and the ſame Love 
priced by. & Si, of what 
Kind, or Degree ſoever : Humble; 
ſince the nearer we dram to God 
by Love, and the more we /ee of 
Him, the more meanly we ſhall 
think of our ſelves: " Chearful, 
pleaſant, and eaſy; and alſo V7. 
gerous and Zealtus in breaking 
thro' all Obſtacles which lie in the 
Way of our Duty to that Being, 
which alone is worthy to be loved: 
| Conſtant and perſevering, even un- 
der the ſevereſt Trials and moſt 
cruel Perſecutions. _ 
* our Service to God being 
uced by this noble Principle 
of a Superior, All-commanding 
Love, will naturally beget a juſt 
OO and a ſteady wx 
a 


many Terms of Eumit 
_ tance God hath free 
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and Ape, that the PIPER Re- 
ward, promiſed. 10 our Sincere, 
tho imperfect Obedience, ſhall be 
as gre * as the Goſpel teaches, 
that is, infinitely greater than we 
can either arfere ar cuncoive in this 
Life. , ny 
[I we duly after; fred how 
and Diſ- 
us ; with 
how many Titles of Nearneſs 
and Relation He hath endeared 
us; How abſolute our Depen 
Aae is upon Him; How univer- 
ſal our Receipts are from Him; 
That we are the orks of his 
Hands as we are Men, and of 
his Grace as we are Chriſtians ; 
Which Way ſoever we turn our 
Thong hte, his Benefits, we ſhall 
find, are ſo far beyond our repay- 
ing by Deeds, or Acknowlegg- 
ment by Words, that they are far 
beyond the very Conceprions of our 
Hearts. 9 

45 8 To 
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0 conſer the higheſt Benefits 
which Sovereign Loogican invent, 
on thoſe who had juſtly deſerved 
the greateſt Poils that 
tent Anger could inſlict; not only) 


— 


to remote thoſe from us, but Him- 


ſelf to undergo them for us, is ſo 
Godlike, (for we can ſay nothing 
greater) that even of God Him- 
ſelf, whoſe very Being is Good- 
neſs, who is Himſelf Love, we 
could not have eonceived' or be- 
lieted it, had we not the moſt 
clear” Reve and moſt won=. 
derful and gracious Experietite of 
it. This is the higheſt Piteh, the 
Miracle, the Myſtery of Lope. 
This is that Looe of Chriſt, xohich 
paſſes all Knowleage,.\Ephuiii 19 
As tis impoſſible to cer God! 
without. knowing: Him in ſome 
Meaſure, and impoſſible to nao 
Him, without applying our; Minds: 
to the Conſideration of his. Na- 
ture and Arrvibares, his inſmite 
W Wiſdom, 0 and Goodneſs 


made 


, O'S an F ern * 


made antes us, contin na- 
tural . Neaſon, but more evidently 
in the Holy; er e ie 
poſſtble (either to {now or to lor 
God in the leaſt Degree, without 
Keeping his Commandments. 
Let us all therefore moſt hig h- 
I aalus, maſt earneſtly "Bog, 
theſe! Commandments, this. Law 
of. God, which is the only ſure 
Guide to direct our Affections to 
Him, the: only infallible Pra of 
our Loue of: Him. Let: us, like 
Holy: David, make his Hatutes 
our Dae ; ; our; Joy, our Riches, 
our Mie ti, our Coainſellor s. 
And that Love, that firſt mov- 
od us to ſtady them; will receive 
daily Increaſe and Improvement, 
Hy our being converſant in them; 
and will make us raſte, and ſec, 
how good the Lord it, by making 
us every Day more: and; more like 


Kam, % 99 . Wiltz, | 
And when nit have fork 


an a (Feeling of 2 
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Eid that God is, by doing the 


he commands, new 
Sf e ＋ will conti- 
ntally> on” our Spirits, 
and” We "our Mt, till our im- 
perfect Tors below mall receive 
Teen e our 7 
tiſe on le | our Re- 
ward in 1 5 N01 
[Tue Chriſfiun Religion | is fo 
irituzl, ſo Holy, fo Pure, every 
ay o- 7 C, ſo Ri in 
teous, COVE — fo] 1 
} "Beneficial to Man 
= F of the Dionne Na 
ſo Perfeftive of the 
Herne that even without the 
tance of the open and ſenſible 
EG pftr ation of Prophecies ful- 
filled, and of Mirabler performed, 
it muſt needs carry Mas with it 
fuch an inward# and rational Cons 
vietion of its own Excellence, as 
to make it . aptiv's not only wor- 
15 f all Men to be "eveived) 
ith. i. . but ſach as by nonẽ 
; $i G 2 other 
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1 


N ene himſelf pou ha! 
been revealed; being EO 


Copy of his is en 40 
WY ha cla: as 


FU. . not 
ration of bis uncontro 
but the very expreſs Image 
Refloction of h is 9 55 
.'[ There is bi dont 1 Way to 
know whether the. Hol hoſt Is 
abiding in us. As. ty ree is 
known by its Haut, ſo. the Holy 
Ghoſt. Nom the Hops of, 195 
Holy Spirit, as St. 


them #2 * e 
Love, . e 8 ar 1 EE 
 Gentleneſs,. Ek ira 2 


Faithful neſs) Tale, 3 
eee, 

If our Vibe are 'conſana ant to . 
the, Rule of. God's Hoy a e 
facouring and taſt ing not o 
Fleſh, but of the 53 then! We 
may aſſure our ſel ves that the Ho- 

7. ! ly Gboſt dwells in 1 55 and hag con- 
ſacrated us by. * c, 
be a Temple ta him aden 


Cre» 


q 1499 
therefore we ought to worſhip, to 
obey," litten to, and never to 
grieve Him: And witha), to give 
all poſfible Praiſe! aud Thanks to 
our blefled Lord and Saviour, for 
giving us his Bs, Spirit to com- 

i 1 Us, 

end db ag 4 inal Truth. 

Feser not Socinus 's 4 plirable In- 
bak what averſeneſs.to Truth, 
vain Pride of Underſtanding may, 
by, its natural Efficiency, and God's 
jut Fuaßzment, bring 4 Man to, 
when in expreſs Words Be Hs us, 
ſpeak ing BE. the Suri ſaction 'of 
Chriſt ; Ar for me, if it were not 
only once, but oftentimes to be met 
with in Fly N ture, vet ' Would 
Tnot 1h? efore believe It. And is 
not Small fte, is Diſeiple, juſt 
ſuch another, Who '7ells ut in as 
plain Words That he would not 
believe the I nearnation, though Be 
hold meet with, it in expreſs 
Terms jn the Bible ? God keep all 
> us from ſuch Baſpbemies. 
| G 3 
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Socinus making, Chriſt ſuch an 
one as Bi mel el needs be as 
good a Man as his Savzonm...-.,;.. 
['Tis certainly the Dur of all 
thoſe whoſe Errand it is, knowing 
the Terrors of tbe Lord, to oe 
ſuade Men, to Ls pupa more awful 
and reverend Eſlcem of God's He. 
racity, Immutability, Fuſlice, and 
Honour, in the Mind's. of Men, 
than to ſuffer the./ea/# Doubt to 
be made, whether, when He, as 


a wiſe Laweiner ad A. 7 
had ſo 17 90 e 1 Fre 


creed for impenitent Sinners.the 
3 everlaſting Torments of Hell- Eire, 
He was in Earugſ or no. 
Even in the very Deotgration.of 
eternal Death to Sinners, God's 
Mercy doth. diſplay it felt equal 
to his Fuſtice : For Hell was mot 
made only for their Sakes who 
were to /ufer in it, but for their 
alſo who were to be Den and 
ſaved by it: And it Ne to 
N 8 le 6 RS: 
OL ; lieving 
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Hieving* Brernal Puniſhments, that 
maby Saints receive Eternal Re 
Wards. KATE: Nel tet e Ty Wi 

[Te virruous ian, whoſe chief 
Srudy it is never to ind his good 
God, "cheerfully truſts and 
on Hit for the Happineſs of this 
Life, and of — is to eoms. 
And by this Means makes the 
good” Thins of this World, which 
he rhankfully poſſeſſes, and iw: 
cently uſes, yield the more ſolid 
Comfort and plelins; and even 
the ci Things thereof, when they 
fall to his Lot; he bears. not only 
with ment and Submiſſion, but 


with Satisfaction and Thankfulne 


too: As well knowing that he 
eaun meet with no Millions in 
this World, but what by wgbr 


* he mer ene into 


Bheſſmpgs, 
ing . Faith, er thb Ranch 


oo (Pn which we We: pq is a 
; a und, 


Faith working by Love 
1 and feady Belief of thoſe 1 
G 4. cred 
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cred Truths which are notmatter 
of bare Speculative. only, but of 
ſuch a Nature in themſelves, and | 
of ſo great Cuncern to us; as being 
once clearly knoron,. and firmly 
Alſented to, muſt needs carry us 
out to Action; without Which, 
1 the Knowledge or Belief of them 
is of no worth; it is unaccepta- 
ble to God; it is unprofitable to 
Men it is dead. For, as the 
Baay without the Sou is dead, ſo 
FNauitb wit bout Hort is doad also, 
| 
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Jam. ii. L 
| For, Faith alone it is that ani- 
mates and gives Life: unto good 
Fenton to its proper End; by do- 
ang them for the Love of Chriſt, 
and to! his Fathers Gry: by 
| teaching US: to expect the Accepi 48 
tion of their Inperfettion for the 
glas l of his perfect Rightrouſneſs ; 
|  ebyi minding us from whom they 
1 ſpring and to whom all the 
Goodne lc. in them is to be aud 
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by ſettingaright Value upon them; 


and laſtly, by affuring-us of as cer 
tain a Retard to them from his 
gracious Promiſe, s if they had 
merited it r their own ntrin- 
lick Worth. - 

E Wuat wras' 7 chest to bm 
the Geopel was firſt preachd bare 
Infſulclity, in us, who have been 
born where the Light of the G0 
pel has ſo long ſhin'd, is downs 
right Apoſtucy, as the Apoſtle here 


hints to the converted Hebrews, 


whom he therefore calls Brerhren e 
For in a Brotber, i. e. in any one 
that has ever given up his Num 
to Chuiſt, an cuil Heart of 'Unbe-. 
lief is no leſs than. a departing from 
the licing God; Hebe iii. 127 
Every fincere: Chriſtian's Expr 
rience and inward Perception of 
the e as well as the Truth 
of Rehe ion, 
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( 154 ) 
to cavil at its Dotirine : He re- 
lies with full Afar anca on che gra- 
cious Promiſes revealed i 
ture ; and finds too much Comfort 
in the Va of God, to raiſe any 
Doubts concerning the Truth of it. 
_..Certainly+therg — and gra- 
cious, the — and pr grant = 
jets of our Faith, if we d 
confider what things are rene 
and of what vaſt Coxcern they are 
to us, are ſuch as cannot chooſe, if 
heartily befeved; and actually 
Attended to, but produce i in us ſuch 
Apprebenſions of God and our 
ſelves, as to enguge us to the per- 
fetting \of Holineſs in _ Fear of 
Cod, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Aud if wwe 
have our Fruit unto Holineſs, we 
know tbe End is everlaſting Life, 
Rom. vi. 22. 

[Between an Atheiftical Com- 
pany of formal Pretenders to 
Philoophy.. and Reafor on one 
Hand, and a giddy ſenſeiet Crew 
of  Seoffers who are called Mata, 


x by 


ion, is almoſt exploded and 


their Liberty. 


. . . ͤ—— —⁰—t! ! 7 2 
— _ — . ——— — «⅛—cꝗĩtꝗ; 


een 
by the ſame Propriety of Speech 


chat the former are calld Me 


on the other Hand; between the 
grave Arguers againſt Myfery, and 
the lewd Drollers upon 'Prieft- 
craft, the great Muſters of Ren» 
fon, and the little Net of Senſe, 
the whole | Diſpenſation of the 
CGoſpelof Chriſt, which is the Ng 
dom and Power of God to Siled- 


laugh'd out of the World, and 


defpiſed as an abſurd and ivpatin 


nal Impoſition upon their Unaer- 


fiandings; or a Trick or Cheat to 


enflave their Malis; an AM ont to 
their Reaſon, or a Deſign upon 


Now in this apen Doflanre of ; 
our. holy Religion by ſach fools 
hardy. Atheiſts, Deifts, and Au- 
tiſcripturiſts, all thoſe wh have 
any Love. for their God, and Cure 
of their own Souls, will ' find 
themſelves obHged ſadly to conſi- 
der the Ena, and openly to der 
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che horrible Inpicry of Wk des 


ſperate + Miſcreants. For they 
Having made Shipwrack, not on- 


ly : 3 Faith and good Conſcience, 
by their —— ſenſual, and 
unchriſtian Lives ; but of good 
Senſe and right | Reaſon | too, by 
their-ſceking Honour one of ano- 
ther, rather than that true He. 
our which cometh from God on- 


. iy,: will not, nay, they cannot be- 
live the Son of God himſelf, as 


our Lord declares, John v. 44. 
And therefore thefe ⁊uretched 
Men are yt: the juſt atward. of 


- Coed old. — Forbearance, and 


Long-ſuffering, they have thus 
fooliſhiy deſpiſed, given over to 


a reprobate Mind; Rom. i. 24. that 


19, to a Mind evid of true Judg- 


went, and left in the Porrer of 
chat God of the World, who blinds 
heir Minds, that they ſhould 


not ſee. he Truth of — Goſpel, 


RO 9 8 were bred up to the 
Know: 


miw 
- — - •— 2 oe 


( 157 ) 
Knowledge of: fd, being thus 
now the Children of the Devil, 
by n 24 that ſuperlative ori- 
Pride, which was both his 
Gin MY his Ruin, they muſt ex- 
to be condemned to that 6 
veriaſting. Fire, prepared for bim 
and his Angels with whom they 
apparently Join Handi, in mak ing 
it their Buſineſs to defeat, as far 
as they are able, the gracious De- 
ſign of God's ſending his Son in- 
tothe World, that the World thro! 
him might be ſaved, Job. iii. 17. 
For, if they who. believed not 
the Goſpel preached to them by 
the Apoliles of our Lord, ail 
nat eſęape the amuation of Hell, 
Mark xvi. 16. of how much /o- 
rer. — ie ſhall thoſe be 
thought wort, who renounce 
that Faith into which they wers 
baptizad, and. in which they have 
been l by t A 
Peta And not oaly ſo, but 
eh eee to be w/er 
bu) . than 


LY 
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than all other Men, they beeeme 
Hale to that Degree, as to ſet up 
for Pattors to the Devil, and 
fworn Enemies both of the Cut 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt, whoſo 
Biooa as the Apoſtle truly charges 
them, Heb: x. 29. they read un- 
der their Feet, ulingboth His Per- 
bon His Word, His Sacraments, 

and His Miniſters, with the ut. 
mol Scorn and Comtempr ; and 
thus alſo doing deſpite to the Spi · 
——— 1. 6: rejefting the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God as a ſying Spirit, 
and his A and Graces as meer 


Certainly that Nenne and 
10 80 % which ſprings from a due 
Senſe of God's great Goodneſs and 
Long - ſuffering, having been abuſed 
by us; and of the Foulneſs of our 
Guilt, and from the Shame of our 
| Tngratituds to our moſt gracious 
Father, and our merciful Re- 
deemer ; and our having reſted 
and grieved the Holy & bin, mult 
| on” more re to God, 9 — 
g that 
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that which is chief 


cicrortad by the ſeruile een ct: 
Fer, and of pure b 
{The Tas) in Holy. 1 
is ſometimes conſidered as a C- 
genant, ſometimes asa Rus: when: 
it is ſpaken of as abrogated; it is 
taken as a Covenant of Works; but 
when tis \urged a Ali in Force, | 
tis conſidered as a Rule of Lie: 
Now -Chrit hath freed us from 
the Curſe of the Lata, as it was 
a Covenant of Warks ; Do this, ans 
live: Fail in one Titty and die + 
But he hath! more ſtrongly enfort- 
ed our Obedience to the Law, as 
it is a Rule of Loe, Holy, juſt, 
and good; commanding nothing 
but what God Himſelf did, when 
He was pleaſed to become Man. 
Let us remember always, that 
we are called to be Saints, as well 
as 1 Believers ;\ and let us well 
conlider,' that it is as poſſible to 
be Belirvers without Fuirb, as m 
be Hints without Holineſs. 
Queſ. 


, if not baly, } | | 


eee 
+|Queſtionleſs; tis both the great 
eſt Honaur, and the perfetteſt Iv. 
licity, to be like to God: and it 
18 Cer tain, that nothin 8 makes 
Man ſo like to God, as Cbarit, Or 


a ſupreme Lors of Gud above all, 
and ſuch a ſincere Lore tu Man- 


kind, as makes us für ward 10 45 
what good we canto all Men, and 
to forgive all Injuries they do to us. 
[Tho in Matters of Kndwledee 


relating to pracdiſe, the Mill has 


no direct, proper Cuucurrence, nor 
is tho Cunſent of it ſtrictly necgſſa-· 


ry toe the Aſent of the Under- 


ſtanding; yet it has ſuch a tacit, 
but effectual Influence, ſuch a do- 
meſtick, conjugal Authority, that 
the Underſtanding is ſeldom firmly, 
or long, on that Side to which the 


eber Faculty. is not inol ined. 


IF [To be in Crit, 2 Cor. v. 17; 
imports; being a Cr iſtian, not. on« 
ly in Name and in Prafeſſwn, but 
in Truth and Effeck. Every ſin 


cere Chriſtian. is. in Chriſt, or is 


by - * 


united 
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'( xx) - 
waited to Him, in a real ſpiritual 
Unyon, by the Hiri of Chriſt en- 
lightping, guiding, and dwell 
in hjm.:\\Avd- he is incorporated 
into bis Myſtical Body by Faith 
and Love, and a. conſtant careful 
Ghevtoves: to his Laws. 

Now enety ane WhO is thus in 
Chrift, is a new Creature. He is 
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rogenerate, born again, and made | Ubi 
a Child of God, by the Word ans 
Spirit of Chriſt: He is now whol- 1 
ly. different from what he mas in 1 
a State of corrupt." Nature: He 4 


hath quite a{ferent -ebenſions 
and, Notions: of Things of the 
greateſt Moment; different Prin- 
ciples and Inelinations, very dif- 
ferent” Victor, and Aims; and 
Ends, from what he had when he 
was in Fact, and in Practice, a 
Child of the Devil, a Child of 
Niſobedience, and a Child of wu 
Wars: 1/0 

The Union benen Chriſt, a 
Believers, is on our Part made by 
* an 
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an habitual Paith, Olrulionto and 
* 2 And on Obriſts Part; it is 


_ conſecratesas into an holy 7 
and a Spiritual: inn e d. 
for Eternity. 
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made by ha Loe which he hath 


For us, and by the Mabitation of 
his Holy Spirit in us, which trans. 


forms-us into the ſame Ima and 
4 


[Our Sa our deftroyt the york 
f the'Devil, all irregular Deſires, 


Paſſions, and evil Habits, which 


reign in the unregenerate, by put- 


ting a we Prinvipiè into our Na- 
rtures, which will Aue it ſelf, if 


not neglected or reſſteu, into all 
AﬀeFtions; . 
and will give them a new Braſs, 


net Objects, new Ends and Deſigns. 


Our Lord enligbtens our Minds 


by his Word with a new eSett of 
Doctrine; by the Motives of the 


Goſpol he putsa nero ring, Force, 
and Life into our Souls; by the 
holy Euerbiſos he Vappbints, ho 


givers a a node * and clic, ; 


6163) 
divine Things; and makes us 
| lciougof much other Hepes;and 
other Foe, than this World m | 
afford EBW ITITRON | 

In, the new Qenntmne beds — 
Ways is a predominant Love of 
God, which is the Principle of all 
our Agar ; there is a mighty 
Preference of Chriſt and his Lats 

before all the Jntergfhs. of this 
World; there is à general 


Te 
nouncing of all Siu or Vice what-- 


ever and. a fixed rmanent Re: 
ſolution to follow after all Halincſc, 
both in its Extent, and in its Per- 
fection ; and a eonſtant Care and 
Endentour to work off all our 
Jmparfattions.more and more, and 
_ to be ſtill/ adding fleſhen and wore: 
lively re to the Image 18 
Chriſt in dur S tf. 

{ This new Creation may equals 
ly. ſubſiſt under all the various. 
Piſpen/ations of this Life, By pas 
tiently undengoing the Trauer: 
we cannot innocently and. pru- 

dently, 


= (uw 7 
dently avoid; and by making 
continqal goa Ee of lhthe lot 
ſingslof Providence, according to 
our beſt Diſcretion, and the > 
Muontce of that ſovereign Principle, 
the Love of God, * which we 
are acted; which Pyinbi makes 
all our reaſonable : Abtrons- true 
Chriſtian Virtuci, and potted A 
picus Teuuency to dhe loft Indif- 
ferencies af human” Life. 
This new Creature is that ſpi⸗ 
ritual and heavenly Tmper, which 
Goc chiefly 2 by the ſeve- 
ral — he made to the 
ancient Patriurcb. This was 
the principal Deſign that lay at 
dhe Bottom of the Lato and the 
Prophets ; and this rufis through 
all the Arrioles and Myſteries of 
the Goſpel. Therefore God crea. 
tra this World, and afterwards 


redeemed it, that out of it mi gut 


ariſe ſuch a Churob at Natta 
would Bani Him to aun Brer- 
nity. Dit wlünd: Apt 

VLOGS) | | [True 
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To} 
True ; Piety is the Far and 
2 God deeply rootedꝭ in tha 
Heart, ſaperi i to all. ihe aſ-: 
ons, hace world 21 


and Actions, — evertiſcd 

in all V your! and Cbriſtiam _ 
ky and, perſevering through all: 
Traps and) 


9 Diffculties 4 ſtriving 
we aver goming, and looking for- 

8, and ſtretehing towards the, 
Lark, ty: it receives a Crown of 
1a Inn 5 SID) 

* 18. this holy Diſpolition, or 
ee 2 n the 


erits of Ch make us” 
Partakers. of that pecufiar Glory 


Which he hath purchaſed for his 
Diſciples All other Vas are 
meer 8 and bold Mecke- 
ries of, the Goſpels Ihen are 
many Strata gems of. the Devil 
and ſo: many Dru and Plots 
ing, unwiſe, unbeliening 

9 Men, againſt that real. 5 
, ant erb Donna 
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| TEL the Life, ee por 


F of their on 
rably neglected, and bf u wem ſ⸗ 
* ſod, tho immôrtaß S 
The Chanes of our laſt "End, 
an of: the Objeft'of our 
meſo; | neceſfaril y infers the Change 
all other thin gs in Myrult. No 
euer Min in ches State of eye. 
a Nature, is his own'laft End ; 
and the. Loe of Himſelf, and' o 
the Creatures, are ** a _ 
Good and his une inefs.; 
And theſe give e bo all his 
Dae and , 
But in a State of Grarb or Re- 
generation, God alone es V. 
orrrign Good); 5 and meth 5 _ 
our Happineſs in our ion 
Him, KL is\0ur' God 5 in bur 
epondance upon Him, and. Pof⸗- 
of him in ſome Meaſure 


oF! weeds Comm were 
el 
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quently: d all the Poreerr 
and 1 al Some, all 
Our Gedlian an. 2 
Pphyed about and — this 
great End of our Being, viz. fo to 
ſerus and: pleaſe God, ſo to pro- 
mote his Honour and bhiy im this 
Liſe, that we may be happy with, 
andin Him, to all Eteruvimm 
I Goalingſs, or a predominant 
Love of God above all, and a con- 
ſtant Care and Endeavour to 
Him in all Things, is pro 
unto al Things, 1 Tims iv. 8 46. 
in; all Conditions, and upon: w 
Accounts whatever: Hereby v 
become the Sons and — 
Care of Almight Shy God. And con- 
ſequently true ſolid Piety makes 
this preſant Liſe agreeable and 
ſafe ; our Conſciencæ peaceful and 
quiet; Proſperity; (which deſtroys: 
Fools and bad Mew) an. Aaban 
tage for Promot ing thei Honour of 
God, and the Good Of Mankind, 
and our own future n 
int Aa- 
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_ great Aut hor of his Being 
all Good, by ſetting up his own. 


OOO WAR by aftording- 


Mw) 
1 and Afflictions ſapporr- 


mukes Daub welcome 
und the Foys of Hea- 


and happy 


| * 3 to us, thro the Mer- 


VR the Merits of 


c '6 
our A eee, as Tues thn we 

great and endleſs; ' 

And on the other” Side; by ba 

irreligious, ſenſual, barely animal, 

or worldly Life, a Man not only 

diveſts binaſelt of his Reaſon, and. 


nes himſelf into the Brurgh 
Aar⸗ but he lives in a Hate of 
Rebellion and Enmity againſt the 
and of 


Will in Oppoſition A the Will of 
God: And conſequently he can 
have no Peace of Conſcience '; No 
Hope in God; No rktional Joy or 
Kati faction in the good Thiog 85.3 


nor any Support in the Foils of 


this Liſe. Riches will undo him; 
and Honour, and Power, and e- 
ven Heallb K elt will. be a Curſe 


him 


SS 
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( 269 ) 
nim greater Temprations and more 
Opportunitiar of ffuning againſt 
God, and hardening his Heart 
from his Fear. And he will be 
as ſure to be intolerably miſerable 
in the next World, as it is. ſure 
that God is Holy, and Juſt, and 
tr us eng Nees He hath 
made of. his Vi in, this Matter. 
[The Chri/tian Religion obliges 
us to /ive for, or to God only, and 
to have no other conſiderable or 
final Objer? ſave Him alone. That 
is, we mult make it the hie, Bu- 
 ſineſs of our Lives to ſerve and 
pleaſe. God, 19 770 promote his 
Houcur and Glory, and to publiſh 
his Sqyereignty in the World, by 
making our Ligbt to ſbine in an 
holy es ry. Conterſation. 
And thus is God the great Objetf 
of our Hopes and our Fears, of 
our Deſires, of our Love, and out 
Joy, when we eſeem and openly 
own Him as our Treaſure, our S. 
ben St I 0 
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as to content. him 


4 270 ) 
im Good, . 


ee e 4 wiſe ſpending I N 


$i When our whole Life is 4s our $7168 Maker s Fall. 


| FHe Wh bath ſo very little 


zo to God, and ſo mean 
of Heaven, 
If with the 


doweſ Degree of Holineſs, with 


which tis poſſib/e for him to be 


ſaved, (and conſequently of 
 Hineſs. too) hath, Reaſon to be- 


Tieve himfelf guilty 


14p- 


of Infincerity, | 
and downright Zypceri, as well 
as of ſhameful Jgncrance of the 
Deſign and Nature of our Holy 

Relicion ; Which is, to make us 
as like to God, as we poſhbly can 
be here ; and as happy in and with 


Him hereafter, as our finite Na- 


ture can bear, or is capable of being. 

[No Man certainly, who believes 
the Goſpel, and who duly zperghs 
the infinite Diſeroportiun which 


there is between Time and Eter- 
_ nity, 


( 177 ) 
fe nd gear Buſt of is 1 
Feſt ne his Life 
fon octire for”. himſelf and his 
Heus an „an Ea ben as they 
call it, that is, all he can any 
get of thoſe periſhing Rich- 
es, which ean laſt 108 2 than 
this ſhort Moment of Li ; 
For tis evident; that with a 
great Eftate he muſt entai] upon 
his Family, a ee Share 
of great and moſt generally 
vailing' Tomprations to Pride and 
Ambition, to Senſuality, or to Co- 
vetouſfhefs; (for meh ever would 
have ſti ll more) to forget God, and 
to urgleti the Salvation of their 
| Souls. |» And this dangerdus Fate 
ſeldom fails, as daily Experience, 
ſhews, to engage their ſucceeding 
Poſterity in that broad way which 
leads to Defiruftion both of Soul 
and Body. 5 


N yh 1% KW 

ls it then true Wiſdom, Yo | 
Kader, nay; is it not the Wh 
_tromity- of Fih, in a Father, to 
> H 2 be 
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more Care to lay up for his, Chit= 


a Lge aſures; upon Earth, than 


n Heaven, and thus to make it 
4 ard 45 he can, and next to 
impoſſihle for any of his Heir never 
Fo: enter into the Kingdom of 
eaven; that is, into a are of 
Goſpel. Holineſs, in this Life, and 
of. endleſs E Happineſs in the next. 
Now that this is the plain Caſe, 
and. horrible Danger of all the 
rich Men in the World, our Lord 
molt exprelly: affirmed to his Dif 
ciples, Mat. xix. 23. in that moſt 


ſolemn Manner; Ferily, 7 fay un- 


to y0u, that a riaß Man ſball bar d- 
ly. enter into the Kingdom f Hea. 


den: And the farther to engage 
their Attention and Caution in 


an Affair of ſo great Conſequence, 


he immediately adds, cer. 24. 
And again 1 ſay unto hau, lit 18 
eaſier fur a Camel ta gu through 


te Eye of 4 Needle, than _ a 
rich Man to enter Lat Kingdom 


% j 
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of God.” And he tells them After 

wards, that this is poſſible with 

God only, eoirh zohom all Things 

art" poſſible; o 
So that now to disbelie ve thels 

poſitive and repeated Aſſertions of 


our Lord, is in effect to give the 


Lye to eternal Truth; and bold- 
ly 'and- fooliſhly to pretend to be 


r than the Son of God Him- 


ſelf. 
No Man therefore would ſet 
Bis Heart on the Things here. be- 


low, and make it his chief Buſi- 


neſs'to had his Poſterity into the 


ſtrongeſt Temptations to that Fol- 


ly — Sin, if he did heartily 54 
hevethoſe peremptory Deciſions of 
our Lord, and Had duly conſidered 
how oxtreamly hard 1t is to have 
Riches, and not to truſt in them, 


that is, not to value our ſelves * 


upon them, not to make them 
our Treaſure and our chiefeſt 


Good, or to have à great deal of 


bis Wor, and not greatly to 
| 0 H 3 love 
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e ee 
{ove it; not to have our Hearts 
there where our 'I reaſure-is : And 
withal how impalllis it is to be 
ſaved, if we thus de the World; 
fnce we hereby gige the World 
ſuch a HHare in our Eſteem, Aﬀec- 
tions, and Application, as exc/ndes 
the Love of God. 1 Jabs ii. 15. 
F an Man hove the Marla, the 
that is, it 1s then evidently im- 
poſſible for him to love God with 
and Strength, as we are molt ex- 
preſly commanded to do, both in 
the Zerwiſh Law, and in the Goſ- 
pel of our Lord. 


- :, . 


I And ſince great Riches afford 
both great and violent Tempta- 
tions to that Loye of the Things 
of this World, which hinders rich 
Men from doing all that Good 
they ought to do, in proportion to 
their great Eſtates, and ſo from 
entering in the Kingdom of Heg- 
ven. All who have Riches, are 

e 


© a $6, —_ ws [YR - \eAeves. * 22 
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apparently obliged in Kintves 
= (Juſtice too, to leave a bright 
and leading Example to their Pa- 
Herity of their being, and having 
been proportionably to their Abun- 

dance, rich in good Works. 
They muſt than at leaſt endea- 
your to incline and pregai/ with 
their Heirs too, as far as they can, 

to be ready to diſtribute, anilhing 

to communicate, according to St. 
Paul's ſtrict Charge in this Mat- 
ter, 1 Tim. Vi. 17, 1889 That both 
they, and their Heirs, (in Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Charity, as well as in 
Eſtate) looking upon themſelves 
not as Proprietors, but as Stewards, 

may conſecrate a large proportion 
of their great Riches, or Reve- 
nues, to the beſt Uſe they can 

poſſibly put them to, . To pro- 

mote the Honour and Glory of 
God the Donor, and to re/ieve 
the Wants of the Brethren of their 
Lord, who will either condemn or 


reward them, at the laſt Day, ac. 
H 4 cord- 


( 99) 
cordingly as they have neglefted, 
or faithfully performed this great 
and fundamental ane of kis No- 
Ugion. Des BN een i 5 
nis is properly laying up. fa 
much Treaſure in Heaven, both 
for themſelves, and for their Heirs 
too, by thus entailing a Bleſſing 
as well as an Inheritance on ſuch 
of them as have the Wiſdom and 
Grace to tread in their Steps. And 
this udied, well- ſtated, and dif- 
fulive Charity, is alſo the only 
fure May whereby they who are 
Rzeh in his World, can /ay up in 
Store for themſelves (as St. Paul 
obſerves, '1 Tim. vi. 19.) a good 
Foundation againſt the Time to 
come; that by thus ſurmounting 
the great Danger our Lord ſo 
truly affirms rich Men to be in 
from their Riches, they alſo may 
lay bold on eternal Life, and fo 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

And conſequentiy hereto, all 
rh. _ who are __ wile, that 


(777) 
is, wiſh for Eternity, will, as in 
a matter of the greateſt Moment 
and Concern to them, mot ſeri- 
oufly conſider, how they may beſt 
be able to give ſuch an Account of 
their Stewardſhip, and of the Im- 
protement of thoſe many Talents 
they have received, that they may 
reaſonably Hope to be admitted in- 
to the Foy ke their Lord, at the 
laſt great Audit, as having been 
ood" and faithful Servants. And 
to this end they will, upon moſt 
mature Deliberation, and all things 
duly conſidered conſecrate and lay 
aſide ſuch a Patt of their Eflates 
or annual Income, to the Uſes of 
Piety and Charity, as they judge 
may beſt anſwer the abovenamed 
Deſign, and be accepted by Gc d 
as ſuch. 

And though a tent h̊ Part of their 
yearly Income hath been eſteeme d 
a reaſonable Proportion for their 
Alms, and other Expencesin Works 
on Oy and Charity, by the Judg- 


$ ment 
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ment and Practice of pious Man, 
74 both Divines and others, in thoſe 

Perſons who had only ſuch'a Cm 
Patoncꝝ as might be needful to ſup- 
ply themſelves and theirs with 
the moderate Convenrences of Life; 
Aſſignment (perhaps to a fourth 
Part, or one Half in ſome Caſes) 
may be, if not neceſſarily, at leaſt 
much better employed than in that 
extravagant Luxury and Vanity 
of their Table, and Furniture, and 
Equipage, which the Men of this 
World, by a fatal Miſtake, think 
they need all they have to ſupport 
and maintain; and ſo do in effect 
chooſe to have their Portion in 
this Life, with the apparent Ha- 


zard of being for ever moſt miſera- 


ble in the next. 
[o generally, (not to ſay uni- 
verſally) and ſo for ever deplora- 
bly, do thoſe great Poſſeſſions, bare 
Titles of Honour and Quality, 
and the Pride of Life, or the 


Pomps 
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Pomps and Vanities of this wick. 
ed World, and that great (but 
far from good) Figure they aflect 
to make in it for a very few Years, 
betray empty and weak, untaught 
and unthioking Men, into a total 
Neglect, or perhaps into a fool- 
hardy Contempt of thoſe truly- 
noble Evangelical Qualities or 
Qualifications, without which no 
Man can ever enter into the — 
dom of Heaven. F074 

Now theſe, we know, + are the 
Lore of God and of our Neigh- 
bour; Seeking the Kingdom of 
God and his Righteouſneſs in the 
firſt Place, by a due Care to know, 
and do his Will in all Things; 
Laying up our Treaſures in Hea- 
ven, and being, proportionably to 
our Wealth, Rich in good Works. 
And in general, all that ſincere 
Piety, Sobriety, that Contempt of 
this World in | Compariſon; with 
the Hopes and Joys of the next; 
that WN and Humility 2 

Sel 
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| | | Self-denial; which are the indif. 
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penſable Duties of all true Diſci- 
Plos of the Bleſſed Jeſus, to whom 
alone is made ne Promiſo of e. 
nen Life or Happineſs. 
IKReligion, or Piety, 4. the 
Cate of another World, is as much 
our Intereſt as it is our Duty: Pis 
the Upſhot and Reſult of the beſt 
and the trueſt Wiſdom'; for true 
Wiſdom conſiſts in diſcovering 
what is fit to propound toa Man's 
Self as his laſt End, his great Con- 
cern, and the moſt important Buſi- 
neſsof his whole Life, and by what 
Means he may attain it; in having 
greft and noble Thoughts in his 
Mind, and deſpiſing petty: De- 
ſigns in ſeeing a great Wa 
foro; him, and bein g well provided 
fon the future. 
No all this is verified in Reli- 
gion more than in any other 
thing in the World. For here a 
Man's Mind is taken up with the 


1 We the moſt divine and 
e 


- (181) 
uſeful Thoughts, and with the ſubs 1 
limeſt Objects, vis. God and Eter- 1 
nity. He takes care to fecure his "8 
main Stake, the endleſs Happineſs. | 
of his on never dying Spirit: He 141 
employs himſelf about things of Win 
the greateſt Moment and Conſe- in 
quenee; and hereby he gives Proof If} 
of the greateſt Foreſight and moſt If þ 
ſolid Judgment, of the Command 1 | 
he hath over himſelf, and that he Th 
is led by his Reaſon, not ridden 
by his Paſſions. And by pexſever- 
ing in this Courſe, he arrives at 
that true Tranquillity of Mind, 
and aſſured happy State, both in 
this and the next World, which - 
is the Crown and Glory of true 
Wen 1 mal 22 1 

If another Life, an Hell and an 1 
Heaven, are in good earneſt be- 1 
lieved, and duly confidered, Piety |: 
will then be the beſt Wiſdom; and | 
Religion the greateſt Truth; Sin 14. 
will then be the greateſt Folly, | 
or rather | down-right Madnefs 
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and trifling with God, and with 
Religion, and with the eternal 
Happineſs or Miſery of our immor- 
tal Souls, will be the moſt abſurd 
and unreaſonable, as well as the 
moſt dangerous, and the moſt 
All they who have the wretch- 
ed Folly to defer their Repen- 
tance, and the Reformation of 
their Lives, to their old Age, or 
to a ſick : Bed, or but even to any 
time beyond the preſent, muſt take 
theſe bold and deſperate Suppoſi- 
tions all for granted; every one 
of which is either falſe, or at the 
beſt infinitely uncertain, . That 
they ſhall live, if not to old Age, 
at leaſt for ſome longer Time; 
and ſhall die by a leiſurely Sick- 
neſs : That God will then accept 
of their Return and Repentance, 
who never ſtopt in their Carier of 
Sin and the World, till Deathar- 
reſted them; That God will give 
them Repentance what time ſo- 
G ever 


(1183) 
ever they pleaſe to prefix to him; 
or that * can d mars ie 
thay vil. 
They who venture their Souls 
upon Hopes of a Death-bed, or 
of a Sick-bed Repentance, muſt 
farther alſo! moſt fondly and un- 
reaſonably - preſume, That they 
ſhall be fit for the moſt weighty 
Affairs, when they are at the laſt 
Gaſp ; and that the moſt impor. 
tant Buſl neſs of their whole Lives 
can be duly tranſacted, when their 
Strength and Spirits are exhauſted; 
and to fay no more, That it is fit 


and tolerable for a Man to leave 

that to be laſt diſcharged; which, - 
if any Accident prevent him in 

the due Performance of it, he is 

moſt certainly undone, and miſer- 
able to all Eternity. 

[But beſides that it is infinitely 
hazardous, unfafe, and of ruinous 
e, to Millions of Souls, 
tis alto highly baſe and diſinge- 
nnous, ad well as ſottiſh for a 


Man 


a6 
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Man 4 to put off the Things where- 
An Gad's Honour and his Soul's 
eternal Welfare are concemed; to 
he very laſt, as wells: great Un- 
certainty. For ſuch a Man pro- 
claims that he hath more Love for, 
and more Regard to the poor tran- 
ſttory: Things of this ſhort Lite, 
than to that God who made him, 
and to the Bleſſed: Jeſur, who 
died to redeem him from eternal 

Miſery; and that he hath no real 
| Kindn-fs for, or good Opinion of 
the ways of God, in ther he: puts 
the Care of that, which is the 
proper Buſi neſs of his Life, and 
his ncareſt Concern, as far off as 
poſſibly he can; and indeed that 
be would not mind God or his 
Soul at all, if it were not for 
meer Necellity, and Fear of Dan 
nation. 75 

The true Spirit of Chriſtianity; 

all the Profeſſorsof which Religion 
are ſtyled the Salt of the Earth 


by our Lord, Mar. u. 13. is, and 
vue 
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ought to be a Principle of Acki⸗ 
vity ; they muſt all look upon it 
as their Duty to better and to 
improve the State of Mankind, to 
have a good ſalutary Influence 
upon all within their Sphere, and 
to * all they ean to ſeaſon and 
preſerve others from all Corrup- 
| tion, as well as themſelves. 

A wiſe and pious "Chriſtian 
therefore, will often premeditate 
his ' Converſation; and will fore- 
think what Opportunities proba- 
bly may offer in ſuch and ſuch 
| Chvimdhinced, leſt by over-looks 
ing them, he loſe any Advantage 
of bringing more Glory to God, 
or of doing more Good to Men, 

and fo of promoting the: Totcnc 
of his own Soul. 

Not only the Maſter or . Reach 
but every Man in a Family, is fo 
far at leaſt accountable for the 
Soul of another, that he cannot 
be encufuble Who doth nat en- 


deavour to bring thoſe with whom 
I | he 


* 
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he ſo intimately converſes, and- 

upon whom he bath ſo many 
portunities-of preſſing the: Conli- 
deration of their Duty and In- 
tereſt, to a Senſe and x (fra apr 
God, and of Religion, and of 
their own eternal Welfare. 
[He who really believes, dnl is 
reſolved, by the Grace of God, to 
obtain the Rewardsof well-doing . 
in another World, will cheerfully 
embrace any Opportunity of per- 
forming even a co ſly or a difficult 
Service to his blefled : Lord and 
Saviour; nor will he ſuffer the 
evil Example of others, or his own 
 Remiſneſs, or any other worldly 
Conſideration, to prevail upon 
_ fo far as to make him neglect 
any ſuch Inſtances of Piety or 
Charity, whereby the a of 
God may be moſt advanced; and 
his own cn eee be 
pines beſt. ſecured. 
[Where the Doctrine of any ; 
Church is ſound, and the 1 
ſhip 


— B r 


N 15 * 
ſhips free! from Idolatry, nothing 
can diſſolve the Obligation every 
Man is under 1 with the 
QCatholick by his Con- 
junction with that „Ant So- 
cicty, or Members it, where he 
2 placed. ere ae any other 
g acquit rom the great 
Sin and Miſchief of Schiſm. 
No good Chriſtian, therefore, 
will be prevail'd upon by tone 
Pretences to purer Ordinances, or 
greater Edification: in other Af 
ſemblies, to forſake that particu- 
lar Church in which God's Pro- 
vidence hath placed him; leſt by 
ſo doing, he loſe the Comfort and 
Benefit of the Catholick Church, 
which our Lord intended ſhould | 
be but One in the whole World. 
Light and Information are at 
leaſt as neceſſary as Tenderneſs, 
to make a good Conſcience. Scru- 
pulous Conſeiences, with relation 
to Church-Communion, muſt firſt 
0 aſide the: Prejudice of Zar. 
U 


, 4 
Education, together with all ſp 
ritual Pride and Pragmaticalneſs; 
and then ſtudy the Peace of the 
Church: They muſt learn to be 

humble towards God, and their 
s cGuperiors, and to be willing to, 
regulate their Conſciendes by the 
Mord of God and by the Direc- 
tion of thofe hom He hath-ſet 
vets thin. hind Duog 054 
Every one, who either values 
God's Glory, or his on Im- 
provement and Security, or his 
erery Man,cwho' makes any Pre- 
dence to Religion, muſt ſtrictly 
make Conſoience of, and charge 


mimſelf with the conſtant. daily 
Practice of ſeeret Devotion; for 
= our Lord hath not only com · 
manded allghis Diſciples to per- 
ſorm this Duty, Mar. vi. 6 Thou, 


zohen . thou praxeſt, enter into thy 
l | 'Cleſet ; and when thou aft Shut 
SF 7he Door, pray to thy Father who 
teeth inſecret mn 
2 alſo 


— — 
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| this 2 —4 Encouragement, 
Farben wha ſucr h in x 
cret, ſhall rezyare thee op. 
None then but flat Atheiſts, or 
groſs Hypoerires, or at the beſt, 
poor, igndrant,, and uninſtructed 
Babes in Chriſt, or care leſs, un- 
thinking, and Luke warm Half 
Chriſtians, can ever allow them- 
ſelves in the common and habi- 
tual Neglect of this daily ſecret 
Worſhip of! God; For nd Man 
can * is a God, or 
at leaſt can have any worthy y Ap 


prehenſions of Him, but " will 


naturally A ne him upon daily 
Acts of Adoration, bf Thankful- 


neſs to Him, and of nig Ki | 


entire Dependance upon God and 
of imploring his Grace and Af- 


ſiſtance, ſince © He ' hereby gives 


the beſt, Proof 'that""he® values 
God's Favour and Grace; und his 
own vIntoreſt; in Him, 1 all 
| dry: ah and that he. eſtee ms the 
ſeeking 
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alſo do renſorbe his Command by 
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= | the delt Employinent of any Part 
| | of. his Lite. n enen 
\[The Love of differing Ohjefdr, 
makes the two ape Cities or 
_ The Tone of the World, 
| of aur ſelves, to the Contempt 
of God, of his Laws, of his Pro- 
miſes and I hreatnings, makes 
. the- earthly City, or Babylon. : 
I Lacs of God, to the 
of 1 and of our ſe lar, 
an with the Loe we 
40 God, and; the Care we 
take to aby and to pleaſe: Him, 
makes the | Heaven N, er the 
Nas Forufalem, - n niki 04 812% 
And aecording tothe | Choice 
ws now. make, ſuch will our Con- 
dition be for even: gin, either a 
Sons Of | endalafs Meſeny, i in the 
. if te Spi 
ite, lers H God, rand-thie Ob 
dee of his, juſ Diſpleafurs',, or a. 
Sul; 439} State 
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State of Erernal Life and Happs- 
ms, in the Society of the Holy 
Angels, of the Spirits- of juſt Men 
made perfect, and of our Blefſed 
Redeemer, and in the | 

of God 'Himfelf, the Sovereign 
Good, in his Heavenly Kingdom. 
{ 'Chooſe'2oiſely now, O Man, that 
thou be not a ſelf. oondemned 
Fool, and Intolera bly miſerable to 
(Our growing in Grate, 2 Pet. 

iii. 18. tt and confiſts in u 4 

more frequent and a me eee Ie. 

Exerciſe of thoſe radical Grate 

and Gifts of God, wpich have My nh 

Power to infuſe greater Degroes 14 
of Holineſs into all the 'Parts — 1 


and Duties of the C, Life 0 


In order whereto, we mult — 
inour Minds, by repeated In 
and Meditation, a ſteady Feb 
Faith in God; and in Chriſt the ||| Þ 
Mediator of the new Covenant; 1 
A joyful Hupe and firm Reliwnee ||| Þ 
upon the ny” 'and STONE A . A808 
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| ink Coſpel, and upon the 


[fiance of his Holy Spirit; And 


_alfo a ſincere greqominant Lone to 
our gracious Father, and to our 
merciful Redeemer.. 
For the deeper Root theſe fun- 
dament al:Eoangelical Graces take 
in ur Hearts, the Sironger they 
in us; and the more we grote 
In them, the more /frong/y and 
firmly will they engage us in a 


More unifor! m and chearful Ole 


dience to all. God's Laws; in a 


wore entire Reſignation of ur 
{delves to bis Diſpoſal of us; and 
in a more c 


deacour to od 


tant an earneſt En- 


rere 


and more to. the Diving: Narare 
and Will, which, is the utmolt 
Perſeltion we are capable in 
this Life. 
The. beſt of Men. are far Hom 
7 ˖[ -B ares at any time 
4 d enough f or Heaven, ; and they 
upon God's lengthning out 


5 . of Grace to them, as 
an 


OY LY 
an N — 1 
way yl Know, wer fach thi 
Proficiency, or Growth in Grate, 
Is the moſt confiderable and infal- 
lible Evidence of their certainly 
being in a State of Grace and 
Salyation, and withal, the beſt 
Security for their Perſeverance in 
that happy Hare, by the Aſſiſtance 
of God's Holy Spirit, to the End 
[The proper -Exercife or Em- 
pleyment, and the moſt impor- 
tant Bufeneſs of a Chriſt ian in this 
"Life, is carefully to attend to 
the renewing” of his Minn, and 
to endeavour to retrieve that 
Image of God, and Likeneſs to 
God? after which the /rf Man . 
was made. In this Exercife chief- 
ly confiffs the Chriſtian Per/ef7ion: 
by which, I mean, that a ri 
ian is ſo much more, or fo much 
lels ponfedt in this prefent Life, 
by how much engaging himſelf 
way bs more 


| X. 
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| more or leſs cu in this 
t Hair, he recovers more or 


7 ae Ne Gel d 
of, an eneſs to in, an 
Gr Tag which Man was at firſt 
created, which may be Teepeered 

| in this preſent Life. 
; [Next to promoting the Ho- 
nour and the Glory of God in 
our Kation, and to our Poruer, 
the Doing the moſt, and the grear- 
eff Good, we are able to. = to . 
thers, (an d thereby to. our; * 
alſo) is the trus and great 
Man. , And. conſequently. "waa 
any one, who is conſcious to him- 
felt that he hath done ſs Good 
than he might have done, (and 
therefore aught to have done) in 
his Life time, may be glad of the 
Opportunity, and may be pleaſed 
with the Hopes of lgaring ſome- 
thing behind bim, of what kind 
ſoever, whereby ſerious. and at- 
tentive Readers may, by the 


| Bl * of God, be made qiſer 
| | and 


. }, \ 
and berrey in ſome Degree; adi in 
fome Regard, when ze is in his 
Grave. 15 


 Barth's vaſt Reteud: . 

Yields uo Content: 
No true Peace, norrue Joy 4wells nere; 75 
No Reſt, uo Ni; Go ſeek e4ſe-where: ba 
In God, who ſeeks ther, ne'er can miſs, 
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